
Waste Reduction & Recycling Board 
Wednesday, October 12, 2016 
Anoka City Hall @ 5:00 p.m.   

Committee Room 

AGENDA 

1. Call to Order

2. Roll Call

3. Approval of September 14, 2016 Meeting Minutes

4. Old Business
a. Fix It Clinic Update
b. Intern Projects Report
c. Park Benches Update
d. Fall Recycling Drop off Day Report
f. Light up the Night Halloween Parade Update
g. RAW Newsletter Update

5. New Business
a. Anoka Winterfest Sponsorship
b. Holiday Lights Collection

6. Communications
a. Anoka County Success Stories
b. Monthly Service Log & Tonnage Reports
c. 2016 Meeting Schedule

7. Miscellaneous
a. November Agenda

8. Adjournment

City of Anoka • 2015 First Avenue North, Anoka MN 55303 • Recycling Department 763-576-2725  
www.ci.anoka.mn.us 

http://www.ci.anoka.mn.us/


Memo 

To: Waste Reduction & Recycling Board 

From: Pam Bowman, Communications/Recycling Coordinator 

Date: October 5, 2016 

Re: Wednesday, October 12, 2016 Agenda 

1. Call to Order.  Call to order at 5 p.m. in the Committee Room of Anoka City Hall.

2. Roll Call.  I will record the names of those present at the meeting.

3. Approval of September 14, 2016 Meeting Minutes.  I recommend approval with any
corrections and/or additions. (Attachment 1) Action: Approve minutes.

4. Old Business.
a. Fix-It Clinic Update.  Vice Chairperson Thurston will provide an update. Action:  Update.

b. Intern Projects Report.  Deanna Kelly will provide a final report on her projects.  Copies 
will be distributed at the meeting.  Action: Receive report.

c. Park Benches Update. The park benches have not yet been installed, but will be in 
October. Plaques will be ordered once installed.  Action: Update.

d. Fall Recycling Drop off Day Report.  I will provide tonnage information that I have 
received to date.  Action:  Receive report.

e. Light up the Night Halloween Parade.  Please see attached information sent from the 
parade organizers.  (Attachment 2) Action:  Review and discuss final details.

f. RAW Newsletter Update.  The newsletter was mailed last week.  A copy is attached.
(Attachment 3)

5. New Business.
a. Anoka Winterfest Sponsorship.  We will discuss the potential sponsorship of ArtStart at 

Anoka Winterfest.  Action:  Vote to approve sponsorship of ArtStart at Winterfest.

b. Holiday Lights Collection.  The collection begins at City Hall on Nov. 1 through January
30, 2017.

6. Communications.
a. Anoka County Success Stories. Please see attached success stories about local 

businesses who received help from Minnesota Waste Wise Foundation. (Attachment 4)

b. Monthly Service Log & Tonnage Reports.  I hope to have both reports by the time we 

meet.

c. 2016 Meeting Schedule.  Attached is the 2016 schedule.  (Attachment 5)

7. Miscellaneous.
a. November Agenda.  Determine items for next agenda.

8. Adjournment.  Let’s plan to adjourn by 6:30 p.m. 
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CITY OF ANOKA 

WASTE REDUCTION AND RECYCLING BOARD 

MEETING MINUTES – September 14, 2016 

CALL TO ORDER The meeting was called to order at 5:00 p.m. in the Committee Room of Anoka City Hall. 

ROLL CALL Board members present: Chairperson Vicki Violet, Vice Chairperson Thurston, Member Marijo Hain. 

Absent: Members Tim Aberwald, Jan Call, and recycling intern Deanna Kelly.  Staff present: Pam Bowman, Recycling 

Coordinator.    

APPROVAL OF THE JULY 13, 2016 MEETING MINUTES: A MOTION to approve the July 13, 2016 meeting 

minutes was made by Member Hain and SECOND by Vice Chairperson Thurston. All in favor, MOTION CARRIED. 

OLD BUSINESS 

Fix It Clinic Update.  Vice Chairperson Thurston said the event is set for Saturday, October 15 from 9 a.m. – Noon.  She 

said they will take their last customers at 11:30 or so.  Ms. Bowman said advertising including the City View, social media, 

and she thanked Chairperson Violet for the QCTV interview she did for the event.  Ms. Bowman said she also advertised it 

through the Discover Anoka outlets (e-subscribe, newsletter, etc.).  She said she would also look at the cost of an Anoka 

Shopper ad.  Ms. Bowman said the flyer will be handed out at the fall recycling event.   

Member Hain said she attended the Minnesota State Fair and visited the Fix It Clinic.  She said the person at the booth 

suggested we include “no hazardous fluids (gas, oil, etc.)” in our advertising.   

Vice Chairperson Thurston asked if the forms for the event could be updated and reprinted.  Ms. Bowman said she would 

give them to Deanna Kelly to prepare.  She also asked about signage, supplies (power strips, extension cords, etc.) and 

refreshments.  Ms. Bowman said she would prepare signage and order refreshments.  She asked Vice Chairperson Thurston 

to prepare a list of supplies she will need for the event and Ms. Bowman would find or purchase whatever is necessary. She 

asked if some of the supplies were already in the kit.  Vice Chairperson Thurston said she would review the kit.  Vice 

Chairperson Thurston said she is seeking 6-7 volunteers.  She said she will also contact Good Will to ask if they have any 

items they need fixed.   

Intern Projects Update.  Ms. Bowman provided the following update for the intern, in her absence:  

The Paper Shredding Events had approximately 25-30 customers per event; one held on a Monday night in July and one 

held on a Saturday in August.  Ms. Bowman said the event held in August partnered with the Anoka High School Alpine 

Ski Team’s clothing drive.  She said the clothing drive received fewer customers than the paper shredding.  She said that 

the organizers of that drive were pleased that the WRRB partnered with them and said they felt that customer traffic will 

increase as they plan to continue to host the events.  Ms. Bowman said the WRRB will partner with the ski team’s clothing 

drive in 2017 at the spring and fall recycling events.  She said because the vendors had already been set for this year at 

those events, we were unable to partner with the ski team.  

Ms. Bowman said that both paper shredding events took in about 1 ton of recyclable materials.  She said that the cost for 

these 2-hour events was close to $500 each and the members need to determine if they wish to continue with more in 2017. 

The Multi-Family Buildings project is going well.  Ms. Kelly has visited a majority of the properties to evaluate the 

program.  She will provide a full report at the October meeting. Ms. Bowman shared a sample of the packet that was mailed 

to property owners/managers.  The packet included an introduction letter and sample promotional pieces that could be used 

to assist in their recycling programs.   

ATTACHMENT 1
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Senior Buildings - Ms. Kelly has attempted several times to connect with the building maintenance person at Walker 

Plaza, but has not yet heard back.  Ms. Bowman said she also reached out, but has not received a response. She said she 

believes this is because they are in the midst of opening their new expansion and they may have little time.  She said more 

attempts will be made because the gentleman had expressed interest when Ms. Bowman met with him in late 2015.  She 

added that Ms. Kelly has a response from Bridge Square and will follow up.  A full report will be provided at the October 

meeting.    

Ms. Bowman added that Ms. Kelly’s internship will end the week of October 17, noting she would be attending the Fix It 

Clinic and provide an update to her final report.     

Park Benches Update.  Ms. Bowman said the park benches will be installed in mid-September.  She said she still has yet 

to order the plaques.   

Recycling Winner Update.  Ms. Bowman thanked Vice Chairperson Thurston for gathering addresses for the monthly 

winner selection.  The winner was the homeowner at 2740 State Ave.  A letter was mailed to the owner and the utility 

department was notified so they can apply the credit.  Ms. Bowman reminded the members that this was the completion of 

the program.  Members may determine next year if they wish to host it again in 2017.   

Fall Recycling Drop off Day. Ms. Bowman provided a copy of the flyer for review and noted that all vendors are 

confirmed. Volunteers, refreshments, and other miscellaneous details were finalized.     

Light up the Night Halloween Parade.  Members looked over the parade application that Ms. Bowman had submitted to 

Anoka Halloween, Inc.  A discussion was held about how to decorate the “float”.  Chairperson Violet said she will supply 

the pick-up truck.  Ms. Bowman said she would make arrangements to get the can collection trailer from Anoka High 

School.  Vice Chairperson Thurston and Member Hain said they would participate.  Ms. Bowman said she would know at a 

later date if she will be available.    

RAW Newsletter.  Ms. Bowman said the articles were submitted to the newsletter and it is in draft stage.  She said it 

would be mailed in late September.   

NEW BUSINESS 

Youth Board Member.  Ms. Bowman reminded members that Chairperson Violet suggested a youth/student from Anoka 

High School join the boards meetings as a liaison to students in hopes of learning new ways to reach that population – or to 

get a student’s perspective on the subject of recycling.  Ms. Bowman said she inquired with the City Clerk about having a 

liaison on the board. She learned that because the WRRB is not established through City Code, it’s resolution from 1998 

states that to become a member, “the person must be a resident and is expected to be interested in solid waste matters as 

they relate to overall general welfare and development of the community.” She also learned if the WRRB wants to develop 

a voting seat, than we would have to wait for a vacancy or adopt a resolution increasing the membership number.  If the 

WRRB wants a student to become an official member, then we would have to develop a resolution stating such; the 

resolution can state that the student is a non-voting member and serves only in the capacity of a liaison between the WRRB 

and school students.  Learning this, the members discussed the options and determined to not change the number of 

members or create a resolution.   

COMMUNICATIONS 

Chairpersons Communication Board Report.  Chairperson Violet said she attended the meeting, but said she did not 

take notes during the meeting because she believed notes would be taken by staff and distributed.  Ms. Bowman apologized 

for any confusion.   

Monthly Service Log & Tonnage Reports. Members reviewed the information.  No comments. 
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2016 Meeting Schedule.  Members reviewed the meeting schedule. Ms. Bowman said she would add the Fix It Clinic and 

the Light up the Night Parade.  

MISCELLANEOUS  

October Agenda. Ms. Bowman said she would refer to the schedule for topics.  She reminded members if they ever have 

an item they would like included on an agenda, they need to let her know prior to the production of the agenda.   

ADJOURNMENT The meeting adjourned at 6:05 p.m. on a MOTION by Vice Chairperson Thurston and SECONDED 

by Member Hain.  All in favor; MOTION CARRIED.   



Halloween Greetings Parade Participants, 

We would like to thank you in advance for participating in the Anoka Halloween’s ‘Light up the Night’ 
evening parade on Saturday, October 22, 2016.   

Staging time begins at 5:oo pm at 1st Avenue and Monroe Street (see map).  The parade begins at 7:00pm, 
sharp. 

 It is very important that your float and all representatives are there before 
 6:15 pm as the roads will begin to close.   There are no exceptions getting thru the roadblocks.  

In order to make our parade a success, we ask that you abide by the following rules: 
1) NO CANDY OR GIVEAWAYS ALLOWED. (By Order of the Police Department).
2) NO CAMPAINING IN OR ON PARADE ROUTE.
3) All animal units MUST PROVIDE PROMPT CLEAN UP.
4) To insure that the parade runs on schedule, we ask that all units maintain a forward movement AT

ALL TIMES. Please keep small children inside or on vehicles/floats.

/////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////// 
BY ORDER OF THE POLICE DEPARTMENT 

No persons without a valid driver’s license will be allowed to drive in the Parade. 

No one will be allowed to march in, or participate in, the parade while under the influence of 
alcohol or substances.  

/////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////// 

 Please remember your line up number notated in subject line. This will help our Fire Department and Parade 
Marshal’s position your float.  

 TO AID IN SMOOTH STAGING, PLEASE DRIVE AS FEW VEHICLES INTO THE STAGING AREA AS 
POSSIBLE TO AVOID CONGESTION.  ONCE IN THE STAGING AREA, YOU MAY NOT LEAVE UNTIL THE 
PARADE HAS ENDED. 

Please join us after the parade at our bonfire event.  You can find us at the River Plaza (Old City Hall).  
Located on 1st Ave N and Main Street, just across the street from the start of the parade!  Enjoy food, music 
and lots of fun. 

Liz McFarland 
Anoka Halloween Parade Chair 
100% Volunteer Organization 
anokaparades@gmail.com 

ATTACHMENT 2
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2016 WRRB MEETING SCHEDULE 
(Agenda items tentative/change as needed) 

MEETING DATE AGENDA ITEMS 

Wed., January 13 
Oath of Office     Service Report 
Election of Officers         2016 Schedule            
2015 Accomplishments & 2016-17 Goals 
2016 SCORE Agreement & Funding 
Spring Recycling Drop off Day  
Winterfest Sponsorship 

Wed., February 10 
General Updates & Service Reports   
July-Dec 2015 SCORE Report  
Spring Recycling Drop off Day     
Parks, MF, and Senior Bldgs., Special Events (Riverfest) 
RAW Newsletter Topics  

Wed., March 9 
General Updates & Service Reports    
City Council Report (April 18)        
Parks, MF & Senior Buildings Projects     
Special Events Recycling  & Earth Day Event 

Wed., April 6 Chairpersons Communication Board 

Wed., April 13 General Updates & Service Reports  
Anoka Lions Appreciation 
Parks, MF & Senior Buildings Projects & Special Events 
Intern Update  
Adopt-A-Park/Pick-A-Park/Hwy Cleanup 

Thurs., April 14 Board Appreciation Dinner (5:15 p.m.) 
Monday, April 18 Chairperson Report to City Council (7 p.m.) 
Tues., April 26 Anoka Lions Donation Presentation (6:30 p.m.) 
Sat., April 30 Spring Recycling Drop off Day – 8 a.m. - Noon 
Wed., May 11 General Updates & Service Reports       

Parks, MF & Senior Buildings Projects 
Republic Services Annual Report

Wed., June 1 Chairpersons Communication Board 
Wed., June 8 General Updates & Service Reports      Fix It Clinic   

Intern Introduction & Projects Update 
Parks – benches and Pick A Park     

Wed., July 13 
Electronics Collection at Apartment Bldg. 

General Updates & Service Reports       
Intern Updates 
RAW fall newsletter topics    

Wed., August 10  (Pick A Park cleanup) 

Electronics Collection at Apartment Bldg. 

Pick A Park – split group up at John Ward & Grey Ghost 
Fields for clean-up. 

Wed., September 7 Chairpersons Communication Board 
September 14 General Updates & Service Reports       

Fall Recycling Day   
Halloween Parade   
Chairpersons Communications Board Meeting Update 

Saturday, September 24 Fall Recycling Drop off Day – 8 a.m. - Noon 
October 12 
Sat., October 15 – FIX IT CLINIC 
Sat., October 22 – Light up the Night Parade 

General Updates & Service Reports  
Anoka Winterfest – ArtStart 
Holiday Lights Recycling  

 November 9 General Updates & Service Reports 
Discuss 2017 Publications  

Wed., December 7 Chairpersons Communication Board 
December 14 2016 Accomplishments/2017 Goals 

*Chairperson to attend CCB meetings or appoint another board member to attend.
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