
 

 

 

 

City Council – Regular Meeting 

Monday, November 2, 2015 - 7:00 p.m. 

Council Chambers 
(meeting will be cablecast) 

 

1. 

 

2. 

CALL TO ORDER 

 

ROLL CALL 

 

3. COUNCIL MINUTES 

3.1 

 

October 19, 2015 Workession. 

October 19, 2015 Regular Mtg. 

October 26, 2015 Executive Session. 

 

4. OPEN FORUM  *The open forum is an opportunity for the public to address the City Council 
concerning items not listed on the agenda.  Please raise your hand to be recognized by the Mayor or 
member officiating the meeting.  Approach the podium and state your full name and address for the 
record.  Rules of Conduct as listed in the public folder provided at the entrance of the Council 
Chambers must be adhered to. 
  

5. PUBLIC HEARING(S) 

  

6. CONSENT AGENDA 

6.1 

6.2 

6.3 

Verified Bills. 

Revising & Setting Council Calendars. 

Issuance of a Massage Therapist License; Angela Scott @ Q-Salon & Spa. 

 

7. REPORTS OF OFFICERS, BOARDS & COMMISSIONS 

7.1 Planning Items. 

7.1.A 

 

ORD/Amending Chpt 74, Article IX, Division 2, Section 74-524; Driveways and 

Parking Areas for Single-Family and Two-Family Residences. (2nd reading) 
 
8. PETITIONS, REQUESTS & COMMUNICATION 

 
9. ORDINANCES & RESOLUTIONS 

9.1 

 

 

ORD/Amending 2015 Master Fee Schedule; Establishing Fee for Driveway Setback Variances 

and Amending Fee for Residential Basement Finishes, and Garbage/Refuse Hauler License.   

(2
nd

 reading) 

 
10. UNFINISHED BUSINESS 
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November 2, 2015 Regular Mtg 
 
 
 
11. NEW BUSINESS 

  

12. UPDATES & REPORTS 

12.1 Tentative Agendas. 

 

ADJOURNMENT 
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Meeting Date November 2, 2015 
Agenda Section Council Minutes 
Item Description Various City Council Meeting Minutes 
Submitted By Amy Oehlers, City Clerk 

 

 

BACKGROUND INFORMATION  

Included in your packet are minutes (s) of previous Council meetings, worksessions, special meetings, etc.  

Minutes must be approved by the City Council and are kept permanently in the official City Council Minute 

Book. 

FINANCIAL IMPACT 

None. 

COUNCIL ACTION REQUESTED 

Approval of minutes. 

 

COUNCIL MEMO FORM 3.1 
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October 19, 2015 (Worksession) 
Page 1 of 4 

 

WORKSESSION OF THE ANOKA CITY COUNCIL 
ANOKA CITY HALL 

CITY COUNCIL WORKSESSION ROOM 
OCTOBER 19, 2015 

 
1. CALL TO ORDER 
 

Mayor Rice called the worksession meeting to order at 6:05 p.m. 
 

2. ROLL CALL 
 

Present at roll call:  Mayor Rice, Councilmembers Freeburg, Schmidt, Weaver. 
 
Absent:  Councilmember Anderson.  
  
Staff present:  Interim City Manager Greg Lee; City Attorney Scott Baumgartner; 
Recording Secretary Cathy Sorensen. 
 

3. COUNCIL BUSINESS and/or DISCUSSION ITEMS 
 

3.1 Discussion; Process for Hiring City Manager. 
 

City Attorney Scott Baumgartner shared the staff report with Council stating the 
purpose of this worksession is for the City Council to determine the process the 
City will undertake for hiring the City Manager position. He said formal action on 
this decision has been placed on the regular meeting agenda later this evening if 
Council wished to proceed.  
 
Councilmember Weaver discussed the process and the three search firms who 
presented and said while he liked David Down Associates the best he felt the City 
already has a fine person in Interim City Manager Greg Lee and if he is interested 
in the position he should be selected.  He said Mr. Lee is doing a good job and has 
brought many projects up to speed and even to completion.  Councilmember 
Weaver said Mr. Lee has a good handle on the challenges of roads and streets in 
Anoka as well as a great working relationship with Parks and Public Works staff.  
He acknowledged there will be shortcomings for sure but said this position would 
be a learning curve for anyone.  He suggested a probationary period that would 
lead to selecting Mr. Lee for the position. 
 
Councilmember Freeburg concurred with Councilmember Weaver, stating Mr. 
Lee has communicated well with him since his appointment and felt seeking to 
fill the position internally is good, similar to what Fire Chief Thompson is 
planning to do when he retires.  Councilmember Freeburg said there are benefits 
to internal hiring as Mr. Lee already knows the City’s strengths and weaknesses.  
He noted concerns with transparency are not an issue. 
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October 19, 2015 (Worksession) 
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Councilmember Weaver added that Mr. Lee is well liked within the community, 
which is important.  
 
Councilmember Schmidt said if we did move forward with a search firm that he 
concurred it should be David Down Associates.  He said he while he has some 
concerns surrounding transparency he is more interested in having the opportunity 
to ask Mr. Lee questions on his vision and plans.  Councilmember Schmidt said 
he would like to have Mr. Lee share his experience on budgeting, the electric 
utility, labor negotiations, staff relationships, and going from managing 28 full-
time employees to 110 employees.  He said he like the opportunity to have a 
dialogue and obtain some answers before making a decision. 
 
Mayor Rice said while this topic could be an opportunity for the Council to 
become divided, he does not see that happening.  He said the City has always 
been very cohesive both in staff and Council and by hiring the wrong person that 
could lead to concerns.  He said he does not see the Council becoming divided 
easily because all have the best interests of Anoka at heart.  Mayor Rice said he 
would favor using a search firm to confirm those opportunities that we did not 
have when former City Manager Tim Cruikshank resigned as there were only a 
few to choose from for an interim City Manager.  He said he was pleased with 
Mr. Lee but noted that he is not confrontational, which could be both a strength 
and a weakness.  He said the better choice would be to open up the position for 
interviews.   
 
Councilmember Weaver said there have been projects left open after staff 
departure that he feels are now moving in the right direction with Mr. Lee’s 
leadership and while he is satisfied with this selection he would be open to 
questions.  He agreed nothing will divide the Council as all have the City’s best 
interests first. 
 
Mayor Rice said he would be concerned with a probationary period because he 
does not want to offend or risk losing another key team member.  He noted Mr. 
Lee has already taken two positions and made them into one, which is good.   
 
Councilmember Schmidt noted the importance of a City Manager keeping the 
Council informed and on track and that an outside individual may not be able to 
do that as well as an internal person. 
 
Councilmember Schmidt said he would like to know Mr. Lee’s plans for filling 
his current position as there are some great internal candidates for that position as 
well.  He said there is risk in either course and noted he does not want to lose Mr. 
Lee. 
 
Councilmember Weaver even with the recent departure of key staff members he 
has not received any calls from the public regarding concerns and felt things are 
going well.   
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October 19, 2015 (Worksession) 
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Mr. Baumgartner observed that Council needs to decide whether to conduct an 
internal or external hiring process, adding he would have concerns about a 
probationary period and who would be hired to replace Mr. Lee and the result if 
the probation is not successful then who goes.  He said the question and answer 
session is important as well as setting expectations, which is what would be 
shared with an external candidate.  Mr. Baumgartner suggested an internal 
process could be used and if results are not what Council wants then they can 
move to an external firm.   
 
Mayor Rice said he felt we already have our internal candidate, adding the 
importance of replacing all department heads as retirements occur. 
 
Councilmember Schmidt said he would like to hear a presentation from Mr. Lee 
on his vision and plans, adding his concerns are only about the process and not the 
candidate at all. 
 
Council consensus was to schedule a presentation from Mr. Lee when the full 
Council is present.  Council will forward questions to Mr. Baumgartner for 
compilation and that the questions will be shared with Mr. Lee prior to the 
presentation for prompts. 
 
Mr. Baumgartner commented that this has been a good and transparent process.  
 
Mr. Lee asked for feedback on current communication between him and the 
Council.  Mayor Rice said he liked a weekly verbal update on pending projects.  
Councilmember Weaver said he liked the newly implemented Police Chief 
update. 
 

4. OTHER BUSINESS  
 

4.1 Staff Update. 
 
 None. 
 

5. COUNCILMEMBERS COMMENTS  
 

None. 
 

6. ADJOURNMENT 
 
Councilmember Freeburg made a motion, seconded by Councilmember Weaver, to 
adjourn the worksession meeting at 7:00 p.m. 

Submitted by:  Cathy Sorensen, TimeSaver Off Site Secretarial, Inc. 

Approval Attestation: 
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Amy T. Oehlers, City Clerk 
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October 19, 2015 (Regular) 
Page 1 of 8 

 

REGULAR MEETING OF THE ANOKA CITY COUNCIL 
ANOKA CITY HALL 

CITY COUNCIL CHAMBERS 
OCTOBER 19, 2015 

 
1. CALL TO ORDER 
 

Mayor Rice called the meeting to order at 7:05 p.m., followed by the Pledge of 
Allegiance. 

 
2. ROLL CALL 
 

Present at roll call:  Mayor Rice, Councilmembers Freeburg, Schmidt, and Weaver. 
 
Staff present:  Interim City Manager Greg Lee; Senior Planner Jon Sevald; Finance 
Director Lori Yager; City Attorney Scott Baumgartner; and Recording Secretary Cathy 
Sorensen. 
 
Absent at roll call:  Councilmember Anderson 

 
3. COUNCIL MINUTES 
 

3.1 Minutes of October 5, 2015 Regular Meeting. 
 
Motion by Councilmember Schmidt, seconded by Councilmember Weaver, to 
waive the reading and approve the October 5, 2015, Regular Meeting minutes. 
 
Vote taken.  All ayes.  Motion carried. 
  

4. OPEN FORUM 
 

4.1 Sponsorship Check for Gary Stout Memorial Scholarship Fund. 
 
Crystal Windschitl, Economic Development Commissioner, shared a staff report 
with background information to the Council stating the 32nd Annual Celebrate 
Anoka Day was held on Monday, September 14, 2015 at Green Haven Golf 
Course & Event Center. The event raised $1,200.00 through hole sponsorships to 
benefit the Gary Stout Memorial Scholarship Fund.  The sponsorship check was 
presented to Gary Stout’s daughter Kimberly Stout.  Ms. Windschitl thanked the 
many businesses, organizations and individuals for their sponsorship. 
 
Ms. Stout thanked the City, stating this sponsorship allows one or two graduating 
seniors to receive a scholarship in her father’s name.  She commented on how 
beautiful the City looks and encouraged all seniors to apply. 
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Councilmember Freeburg said he likes how this scholarship is not entirely based 
on scholastics but on hard work.  Ms. Stout agreed, stating that is who her father 
was; very smart but a hard worker too.  She noted the application and funds go 
directly to Anoka High School. 
 
Councilmember Schmidt asked if the checks given to the City or the Anoka Area 
Chamber of Commerce and if the donations should be listed on year-end donation 
summary.  Ms. Stout said City issues the check to the high school. 
 
Councilmember Schmidt said the City cannot thank the donors enough for their 
contributions. 
 
Councilmember Weaver said Gary Stout made a great economic impact to the 
City and has set the bar high for the future. 
 
ITEM 4.3 WAS HEARD AT THIS POINT IN THE AGENDA 

 
4.2 Presentation; Waterfowl for Warriors. 

 
Sgt. Scott Wahl shared a staff report with background information to the Council 
stating the third annual Waterfowl for Warriors hunt occurred in the Anoka 
Nature Preserve. The hunting program was created by Officer George Walker, 
Anoka Police Department and Sgt. Scott Wahl, MN State Patrol in 2013 and 
provides waterfowl hunting opportunities to Minnesota veterans and active 
military members.   
 
Sgt. Wahl recognized the many volunteers and sponsors for their support of this 
program, including staff members Lisa LaCasse, Greg Lee, John Holmes, Mark 
Beckenbach and all others.  He shared the article written by Star Tribune reporter 
Doug Smith that showcased the City and the recreational opportunities for our 
veterans, noting the article featured photos from the hunt including one of Orville 
Johnson, a three-time participant.   
 
Orville Johnson, Anoka, shared his thanks for the support of the Waterfowl for 
Warriors event, stating this event provides wonderful opportunities for veterans to 
hunt.   
 
Councilmember Weaver shared the article with the audience and Mayor Rice 
presented a framed copy to Mr. Johnson.  The Council thanked Mr. Johnson for 
his service to his country and participation in the community. 
 
Councilmember Weaver thanked Officer Walker and Sgt. Wahl and presented 
framed articles for them as well. 
 
Mayor Rice said communities should come together like this and thank our 
veterans, adding these efforts foster a spirit of gratitude. 
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Mr. Johnson noted local American Legion locations are closing and encouraged 
veterans to support and join them again, including the Plymouth post where he 
attends as well as the Anoka post. 
 
Councilmember Schmidt shared a recent story of a group who assisted a 50-year 
old homeless vet by helping him locate resources.  He said there are many vets 
who need assistance and that we need to focus more efforts on assistance, 
including the cottages project on the State Hospital land. 

 
4.3 Anoka Car Show; Brad Holmbo. 

 
Brad Holmbo of the Anoka Car Show shared an overview of the car show 
activities for 2015.  He noted attendance was lower this year but they were still 
able to donate $200 to the City.  He said they felt the attendance is down because 
of the number of car shows in the area and while the finale at Anoka High School 
was quiet they were able to collect 900 pounds of food for the food shelf.  Mr. 
Holmbo noted the high school would like to see the finale remain there but that 
they are considering returning downtown as an option too. 
 
Councilmember Weaver said he would be thrilled to have the finale return to the 
downtown area as it would be good for the restaurants.  He said expanding streets 
for the last show could be a possibility.   
 
Interim City Manager Greg Lee said staff will work with the group to 
accommodate their requests if they decide to relocate the finale downtown.   
 
Mr. Holmbo said car owners wanted pavement parking and noted the high school 
has been very accommodating to them. 

 
5. PUBLIC HEARING(S) 
 

5.1 Vacation of a Portion of Drainage and Utility Easements for 3750 Thurston 
Avenue. 

 RES/Vacation of a Portion of Drainage and Utility Easements; 3750 Thurston 
Avenue. 

 
RESOLUTION 
 
Senior Planner Jon Sevald shared a staff report with background information to 
the Council stating staff was made aware that a building located at 3750 Thurston 
Avenue is currently encroaching upon a Drainage & Utility Easement. The 
building is currently for sale, and the potential buyer would like the encroachment 
to be resolved prior to closing.  He noted the Met Council has an underlying 
easement for a sanitary sewer line located within the easement that will need to be 
addressed through a consent agreement with the Met Council. 
 

10 of 59



October 19, 2015 (Regular) 
Page 4 of 8 

 

Mayor Rice opened the public hearing at 7:23 p.m.  Being no comments, he 
closed the public hearing at 7:23 p.m. 
 

NOTE: By motion from Councilmember Schmidt, which was seconded by Councilmember 
Weaver, and by a unanimous vote of the Council, agenda item 9.1 was moved up on the 
agenda and acted upon at this point.   

 
Councilmember Freeburg asked if the building is still in the easement.  Mr. 
Sevald said it is but that once vacated the property owner will still have to address 
the encroachment with the Met Council. 
 
Mayor Rice asked how long ago this issue occurred.  Mr. Sevald said the permit 
was issued in 2004 and while the feeder line was already in place the permit did 
not show the easement.   
 
Mr. Lee said the Met Council will not vacate their easement but will draft an 
encroachment easement with stipulations.  He noted this is a 30-inch line that is 
25 feet deep with the building edge only eight feet away.  Mr. Lee added this 
concern is not with the City though but between the property owner and Met 
Council. 

 
Motion by Councilmember Weaver, seconded by Councilmember Freeburg, to 
adopt a resolution for vacation of portion of a drainage and utility easement, Lot 
2, Block 1 Anoka Enterprise Park 6th Addition. 
 
Upon a roll call vote: Mayor Rice, Councilmembers Freeburg, Schmidt, and 
Weaver voted in favor.  Motion carried. 
 

6. CONSENT AGENDA 
 

Motion by Councilmember Weaver, seconded by Councilmember Schmidt, to approve 
Consent Agenda 6.1 through 6.6. 

  
6.1 Approved Verified Bills. 

 
6.2 Revising and Setting Council Calendars.  
 
6.3 Acceptance of Assignment of Purchase Agreement and Development Agreement 

to Hearth Development, LLC. 
 
6.4 Issuance of a Tree Care/Arborist License; Living Water Tree Service. 
 
Vote taken.  All ayes.  Motion carried.  
 

7.      REPORTS OF OFFICERS, BOARDS AND COMMITTEES 
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7.1 Planning Items. 
 

7.1.A ORD/Amending Chapter 74, Article IX, Division 2, Section 74-524; 
Driveways and Parking Areas for Single-Family and Two-Family 
Residences. 

  (1st Reading) 
 

Mr. Sevald shared a staff report with background information to the 
Council stating during the Monroe Street reconstruction project in summer 
2015, a number of homeowners planned to reconstruct their driveway at 
the same time, and requested wider driveway entrances (curb cuts) onto 
the street.  Driveway widths and driveway side yard setbacks were 
discussed during several worksessions and meetings, and the Planning 
Commission’s recommendation was to require a minimum width of 12’ 
and maximum of 24’ for single-family and two-family residences and to 
keep the 5’ side yard setback for driveways.  
 
Councilmember Weaver asked if single garages can have a 24-foot curb 
cut to have a wider driveway.  Mr. Sevald said the curb cut is based on the 
width of the garage, 12 feet plus 4 feet for a total of 16 feet.  He said the 
width of a garage is plus 10 feet. 
 
Councilmember Weaver asked how the larger curb cuts affect the 
assessment policy.  Mr. Lee said with the SRP we replace what is 
currently existing and then the owner pays for the incremental increase, 
either up front or added to the assessments. 
 
Councilmember Freeburg said the wider approach is going to encourage 
additional parking and accomplish what we are trying to do which is hard 
surface parking. 
 
Councilmember Schmidt said he supports the change but has budget 
concerns with assessments and looks forward to the discussion of rate 
increases for assessments at the next worksession. 
 
Mayor Rice said this may be too constrictive, adding the side yard setback 
is important but he would support wider driveways for possible improved 
surfaces for parking.  He asked if we would support an even larger 
opening to provide an opportunity for two-stall garages.   
 
Councilmember Freeburg said he would favor doing so on a case-by-case 
basis. 
 
Mr. Lee said the next item addresses the variance process and lowering the 
fee to make it easier to accomplish these requests on a case-by-case basis. 
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Councilmember Schmidt said it is important to consider impervious 
surfaces as well. 

 
Motion by Councilmember Freeburg, seconded by Councilmember 
Weaver, to hold first reading of an ordinance amending Chapter 74, 
Article IX, Division 2, Section 74-524 (d), Driveways and Parking Areas 
for Single-Family and Two-Family Residences as presented. 
 
Mr. Baumgartner said the variance gives the option for additional 
conditions, more control, and flexibility of those conditions. 
 
Councilmember Weaver said the proposed reduced fee structure makes the 
process more user friendly. 
 
Upon a roll call vote: Mayor Rice, Councilmembers Freeburg, Schmidt, 
and Weaver voted in favor.  Motion carried. 
 

8. PETITIONS, REQUESTS AND COMMUNICATION 
 

None. 
 

9. ORDINANCES AND RESOLUTIONS 
 

9.1 RES/Vacation of a Portion of Drainage and Utility Easements; 3750 Thurston 
Avenue. 

 
ACTED UPON AFTER PUBLIC HEARING 

 
9.2 ORD/Amending 2015 Master Fee Schedule; Establishing Fee for Driveway 

Setback Variances and Amending Fee for Residential Basement Finishes, and 
Garbage/Refuse Hauler Licenses.  

 (1st Reading) 
 
Mr. Lee shared a staff report with background information to the Council 
regarding a proposed ordinance, which amends the 2015 Master Fee Schedule.  
The amendment establishes the following fees: 
 
Establishment of a Driveway Variance fee 
Amending Fee for Basement Finishes 
Amending Fee for Garbage/Refuse Hauler License 
 
The amended fee would become effective for the 2016 License period. 
 
Mayor Rice clarified the fee is based on value of improvement. 
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Motion by Councilmember Schmidt, seconded by Councilmember Freeburg, to 
hold first reading of an ordinance amending the 2015 Master Fee Schedule of the 
City of Anoka, Minnesota. 
 
Upon a roll call vote: Mayor Rice, Councilmembers Freeburg, Schmidt, and 
Weaver voted in favor.  Motion carried. 
 

9.3 RES/Approving Process for City Manager Search.  
  

RESOLUTION 
 
Mr. Baumgartner shared a staff report with background information to the 
Council stating earlier this evening the Council held a Worksession to discuss the 
process the City will undertake for the hiring of a permanent City Manager. 
 
Motion by Councilmember Weaver, seconded by Councilmember Freeburg, to 
postpone consideration of this resolution to allow for an additional worksession 
on November 16, 2015. 
 
Councilmember Schmidt noted the Council had a good discussion on the hiring 
process and is making good progress. 
 
Vote taken.  All ayes.  Motion carried. 
 

10. UNFINISHED BUSINESS  
 
None.  

 
11. NEW BUSINESS 
 

11.1 Appointment to Parks and Recreation Advisory Board.  
 
Mr. Lee shared a staff report with background information to the Council stating 
an application was received from Margaret Kallstrom for appointment to fill the 
vacancy on the Parks & Recreation Board.  This would be a partial term vacancy 
appointment with an expiration date of December 31, 2017. 
 
Motion by Councilmember Weaver, seconded by Councilmember Schmidt, to 
appoint Margaret Kallstrom to the Parks and Recreation Board to a partial term 
that expires December 31, 2017. 
 
Vote taken.  All ayes.  Motion carried. 
 

12. UPDATES AND REPORTS 
 

12.1 Third Quarter Financial Report. 
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Finance Director Lori Yager shared a staff report with background information to 
the Council regarding the third quarter financial report.   
 
Councilmember Schmidt said some cities are cutting back on recycling because it 
is not profitable as it used to be.  Ms. Yager noted the contract is renewed every 
three years and that the City also receives a grant from Anoka County that 
supplements our recycling program. 
 
Councilmember Schmidt noted we have an extra $100,000 in reserves based on 
increased revenues and decreased expenditures and asked that this amount be 
discussed during the final budget worksession.   
 
Ms. Yager said the intent is to use about $1.5 million of reserves towards other 
capital funds and said those projects can be discussed at the final worksession.   
 

12.2 Tentative Agenda(s). 
 

The Council reviewed the tentative agendas of the upcoming Council meetings. 
 
 12.3 Staff and Council Input. 

 
Councilmember Schmidt noted the Anoka Anti-Crime Association breakfast 
meeting on October 20, 2015 at Green Haven. 

 
13. ADJOURNMENT 

 
Councilmember Freeburg, made a motion to adjourn the Regular Council meeting.  
Councilmember Schmidt, seconded the motion. 
 
Vote taken.  All ayes.  Motion carried. 
 
Time of adjournment:  8:23 p.m. 

Submitted by:  Cathy Sorensen, TimeSaver Off Site Secretarial, Inc. 

Approval Attestation: 
  
Amy T. Oehlers, City Clerk 
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ANOKA CITY COUNCIL 

EXECUTIVE SESSION 

CITY COUNCIL EXECUTIVE SESSION MEETING ROOM 

ANOKA CITY HALL 

OCTOBER 26, 2015, 7:00 P.M. 

 

 

EXECUTIVE SESSION CLOSED MEETING 

 

Mayor Rice made the following statement: 

 

“This Executive Session of the Anoka City Council will be closed to the public, pursuant to  

Minn. Stat. §   13D.05, Subdivision (3), to discuss the potential purchase of parcels  

PID # 36-32-25-33-0014 & PID # 07-31-24-42-0012, located in the City of Anoka”. 

 

1. CALL TO ORDER 

 

Mayor Rice called the meeting to order at 7:20 p.m. 

 

2. ROLL CALL 

 

Present:  Mayor Rice, Councilmembers Anderson, Freeburg, Schmidt, and Weaver. 

Staff present:  Interim City Manager Greg Lee. 

 

3. DISCUSSION 

 

3.1 Discussion; Potential Purchase of Real Estate: 

 PID # 36-32-25-33-0014 

 PID # 07-31-24-42-0012 

 

Interim City Manager Greg Lee discussed with the City Council the potential City’s purchase of 

the above listed properties in the City of Anoka. 

 

Meeting adjourned at 8:20 p.m. 

 

 

Minutes prepared, submitted and attested to by City Clerk, Amy Oehlers. 
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Meeting Date November 2, 2015 
Agenda Section Consent Agenda 
Item Description Verified Bills 
Submitted By Lori Yager, Finance Director 

 

CONSENT AGENDA 
Consent agenda contains several separate items which are acted upon by the Council in one motion.  
Upon request, any Consent Agenda item may be removed, and if necessary, placed somewhere else  

on the agenda or on a future agenda for Council discussion & action. 
 
 
BACKGROUND INFORMATION  
 
Each Council meeting the City Council is presented with two lists of bills.  One list has been paid prior to the 
meeting to take advantage of discounts and to prevent late fees.  The other list is for payments which are 
prepared to be paid.  City Council ratification of the prepaid bills and approval of the bills to be paid is 
required.   
 
If you have questions about a particular bill, please call me at 576-2771. 
 
FINANCIAL IMPACT 
 
Will vary from meeting to meeting. 
 
COUNCIL ACTION REQUESTED 
 
Approval of the Consent Agenda will mean ratification and approval of the Bill List(s). 
 

COUNCIL MEMO FORM 6.1 
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Meeting Date November 2, 2015 
Agenda Section Consent Agenda 
Item Description Monthly Council Calendars 
Submitted By Amy Oehlers, City Clerk 

 

CONSENT AGENDA 
Consent agenda contains several separate items which are acted upon by the Council in one motion.  
Upon request, any Consent Agenda item may be removed, and if necessary, placed somewhere else  

on the agenda or on a future agenda for Council discussion & action. 
 

BACKGROUND INFORMATION  

Attached are the proposed meeting calendars/schedule(s). 

FINANCIAL IMPACT 

None. 

COUNCIL ACTION REQUESTED 

Approval of the Consent Agenda will mean approval of the City Council Calendars/Schedule(s), as may be 

amended from time to time. 

 

 

COUNCIL MEMO FORM 6.2 
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THIS CALENDAR IS POSTED IN ORDER TO COMPLY WITH THE OPEN MEETING LAW, WHICH INDICATES A MEETING MUST 

BE POSTED WHEN A MAJORITY OF COUNCILMEMBERS WILL OR MAY BE IN ATTENDANCE.  NO OFFICIAL BUSINESS OF 
NON-REGULAR OR NON-SPECIAL MEETINGS WILL BE CONDUCTED AND NO RECORD OF THOSE EVENT WILL BE KEPT.  
*ASTERIK DATES ARE OPTIONAL MEETINGS FOR THE CITY COUNCIL AND QUORUMS MAY OR MAY NOT BE PRESENT. 

 

ANOKA CITY COUNCIL CALENDAR 

November 2015 
 

Monday 02 Regular Meeting/City Council City Hall Council Chambers 7:00 p.m. 

Wednesday 11 Veteran’s Day City Offices Closed All Day 

Monday 16 Worksession/City Council City Hall Council Worksession Rm 5:30 p.m. 

Monday 16 Regular Meeting/City Council City Hall Council Chambers 7:00 p.m. 

Monday 23 Worksession/City Council City Hall Council Worksession Rm 5:00 p.m. 

Thurs/Fri 26/27 Thanksgiving City Offices Closed All Day 
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THIS CALENDAR IS POSTED IN ORDER TO COMPLY WITH THE OPEN MEETING LAW, WHICH INDICATES A MEETING MUST 

BE POSTED WHEN A MAJORITY OF COUNCILMEMBERS WILL OR MAY BE IN ATTENDANCE.  NO OFFICIAL BUSINESS OF 
NON-REGULAR OR NON-SPECIAL MEETINGS WILL BE CONDUCTED AND NO RECORD OF THOSE EVENT WILL BE KEPT.  
*ASTERIK DATES ARE OPTIONAL MEETINGS FOR THE CITY COUNCIL AND QUORUMS MAY OR MAY NOT BE PRESENT. 

 

 

Saturday 05 

Anoka Downtown Hometown 

Christmas (various events including 

Christmas Tree Lighting/Bonfire) 

Anoka City Hall Plaza 
3:00 p.m. – 

7:00 p.m 

Monday 07 Regular Meeting/City Council City Hall Council Chambers 7:00 p.m. 

Monday 14 Worksession/City Council City Hall Council Worksession Rm 5:30 p.m. 

Monday 21 Regular Meeting/City Council City Hall Council Chambers 7:00 p.m. 

Thurs/Fri 24/2 Christmas Holiday Break City Offices Closed All Day 

 

 

ANOKA CITY COUNCIL CALENDAR 

December 2015 
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Meeting Date November 2, 2015 
Agenda Section Consent Agenda 
Item Description Issuance of Massage Therapist License; Angela Scott @ Q-Salon & Spa 
Submitted By Amy Oehlers, City Clerk 
 

CONSENT AGENDA 
Consent agenda contains several separate items which are acted upon by the Council in one motion.  
Upon request, any Consent Agenda item may be removed, and if necessary, placed somewhere else  

on the agenda or on a future agenda for Council discussion & action. 
 

BACKGROUND INFORMATION 

 

Angela Scott of Coon Rapids, MN has applied for a Massage Therapist license to provide services at Q-Salon & 

Spa, 3507 Round Lk Blvd. 

 

Staff has conducted the necessary background investigations and no concerns or objections have been express. 

 

FINANCIAL IMPACT 

 

$25.00 investigation fee, $125 annual fee. 

 

  

COUNCIL ACTION REQUESTED 

 

Approval of the Consent Agenda will mean the approval of this agenda item. 
 

COUNCIL MEMO FORM 6.3 
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Execu 
Meeting Date November 2, 2015 
Agenda Section 7.1 Planning Items 
Item Description ORD/Amending Chpt 74, Article IX, Division 2, Section 74-524; 

Driveways and Parking Areas for Single-Family and Two-Family 
Residences. (2nd reading) 

Submitted By Jon Sevald, Senior Planner 
 

BACKGROUND INFORMATION 

During the Monroe Street reconstruction project in summer, 2015, a number of homeowners planned to 

reconstruct their driveway at the same time, and requested wider driveway entrances (curb cuts) onto the street.  

The current ordinance restricts the maximum width of a driveway entrance based on the width of the garage 

door. 

 

City Code, 74-524(d): The minimum driveway width in the public right-of-way shall be 12 feet 

(12’).  The maximum driveway width in the public right-of-way shall be the width of the main 

garage door plus four feet (4’) or twenty-four feet (24’), whichever is less.  The curb returns 

(radii or tapers) for the access to the street (driveway apron) are not included in the driveway 

width. 

 

Driveway widths and driveway side yard setbacks were discussed at the July 27th Council Worksession,  

August 18th Planning Commission Worksession, and October 6th Planning Commission public hearing. 

 

The Planning Commission’s recommendation regarding driveway widths within the public right-of-way is to 

require a minimum width of 12’ and maximum of 24’ for single-family and two-family residences. 

 

The Planning Commission’s recommendation regarding the minimum 5’ side yard setback for driveways is to 

keep the ordinance as-is.  The setback is necessary for snow storage and green space. 

 

The City Council held the 1st Reading of this ordinance on October 19, 2015.  The Council considered changing 

the driveway width within the right-of-way (i.e. curb cut), adding 2’ (max width = width of garage + 4’ 6’).  

After discussion, the consensus was to keep the ordinance as originally proposed for the 1st reading. 

 

FINANCIAL IMPACT 

Publication costs. 

 

COUNCIL ACTION REQUESTED 

The City Council is requested to conduct the 2nd Reading and adopt the ordinance amending Chpt 74,  

Article IX, Division 2, Section 74-524. 

 

COUNCIL MEMO FORM 7.1.A 
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2015 First Avenue, Anoka, MN 55303 
Phone: (763) 576-2700  Website: www.ci.anoka.mn.us 

 

CITY OF ANOKA, MINNESOTA 

ORDINANCE 

 

ORD-2015-XXXX 

 

THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF ANOKA ORDAINS: 

 

 

Section 1. Pursuant to Minnesota Law, the Anoka City Charter and the Anoka City Code, 

and upon a review of a study conducted by City staff, to amend Chapter 74, 

Article IX, Division 2, Section 74-524 (d), Driveways and Parking Areas for 

Single-Family and Two-Family Residences, is hereby adopted, by an affirmative 

vote of a majority of the Anoka City Councilmembers present, to read as Exhibit 

A, hereto attached with stricken text deleted and indicated new text inserted into 

existing code: 

 

Section 2: This Ordinance shall be in full force and effective upon passage and seven (7) days  

  after publication. 

 

ATTEST: 
 

 

 

Phil Rice, Mayor 
 
 

 

 

Amy T. Oehlers, City Clerk 

Introduced:  

Adopted:  

Published:  

Effective:  

 

  Aye  Nay  Abstain  Absent 

Rice         

Anderson         

Freeburg         

Schmidt         

Weaver         
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Exhibit A 

CHAPTER 74: ZONING 

 

Article IX Supplemental Regulations 

 

Division 2. Off-Street Parking and Loading. 

 

Section 74-524 Driveways and parking areas standards for single-family and two-

family residences. 

 

(d) The minimum driveway width in the public right-of-way shall be 

12 feet (12’).  The maximum driveway width in the public right-of-

way shall be the width of the main garage door plus four feet (4’) 

or not to exceed twenty-four feet (24’), whichever is less.”  The 

curb returns (radii or tapers) for the access to the street (driveway 

apron) are not included in the driveway width. 
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Execu 
Meeting Date November 2, 2015 
Agenda Section Ordinances & Resolutions 
Item Description ORD/Amending 2015 Master Fee Schedule; Establishing Fee for 

Driveway Setback Variances, Amending Fee for Residential Basement 
Finishes, and Amending Fee for Garbage/Refuse Hauler Licenses.  
(2nd reading) 

Submitted By Amy Oehlers, City Clerk 
 

BACKGROUND INFORMATION 

Included in your packet is an Ordinance for a 2nd reading, which amends the 2015 Master Fee Schedule. 

The 1st reading of this ordinance was held at your October 19th meeting. 

 

The following are the revisions: 

 

Planning Department: 

 

Establishment of a Driveway Variance fee. 

 

Staff is proposing a fee of $25 for driveway variances. As discussed at an earlier Council Worksession, the 

purpose of establishing a separate fee for this type of variance is to reduce the cost for a driveway variance in 

order to encourage people to make improvements that accommodate their residential parking needs.  Currently 

there is only a general “variance fee” of:  Single Family Residential $250.00, all others are $300.00 plus 

reimbursement costs. 

 

Amending Fee for Basement Finishes: 

 

Currently there is a flat fee of $75 for finishing basements. Recently, contractors who are building new homes 

are submitting plans that show the basements are not finished. Then later they pull a separate permit to finish 

the basement. The reason they do this is that, if they include the basement finish as part of the home permit, the 

fee is based on the value of the basement finish. If they submit a separate permit application, the permit is the 

flat fee of $75. In checking with other neighboring jurisdictions, all of those that were contacted charge a fee 

based on the value of the construction for basement finishes. As such, staff is proposing that we change the fee 

so that all basement finishes have a permit fee based on the value of the work being completed. 

 

Administration Department 
 

Amending Fee for Garbage/Refuse Hauler License: 

Earlier this year when we were making amendments to the City Code regulating Solid Waste Collection, the 

Council agreed that we would consider a minimal increase in our license fee.  Our fees for this type of license 

have not changed since 2006.  The new regulations will require more time spent in reviewing and processing 

the license applications.  The minimal increase being proposed is to help cover the additional administrative 

review expense the new regulations impose.  In contacting other similar size cities, our proposed rates are in the 

general ballpark of other municipalities. 

 
Garbage & Refuse Haulers:                                               Current Fee      Amended Fee 

    Annual fee; 1st truck           $150.00          $300.00 

    Annual fee; each additional truck:        $ 25.00          $  30.00 

 

The amended fee would become effective for the 2016 License period. 

COUNCIL MEMO FORM 9.1 
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FINANCIAL IMPACT 

Varies based on number of licenses issued. 

 

COUNCIL ACTION REQUESTED 

Hold the first reading of the ordinance amending the 2015 Master Fee Schedule. 
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2015 First Avenue, Anoka, MN 55303 
Phone: (763) 576-2700  Website: www.ci.anoka.mn.us 

 

 

CITY OF ANOKA, MINNESOTA 

ORDINANCE 

 

ORD-2015- 

 

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE 2015 MASTER FEE SCHEDULE  

OF THE CITY OF ANOKA, MINNESOTA 

 

THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF ANOKA ORDAINS: 

 

Section 1. Pursuant to Minnesota Law, the Anoka City Charter and the Anoka City Code, 

and upon a review of a study conducted by City staff, a fee schedule for City 

services and licensing was adopted.  Said fee schedule was adopted at the 

December 15, 2014 City Council meeting. 

 

2015 Master Fee Schedule. 
 

(a) The Code of the City of Anoka establishes that certain fees be set from time to 

time by the Anoka City Council. 

 

(b) City Council adopted the 2015 Master Fee Schedule through Ordinance No. 

ORD-2014-1578 at the December 15, 2014 Regular City Council meeting. 

 

(c) Upon consideration and review of the 2015 Master Fee Schedule, the City 

Council desires to amend the fee schedule as follows: 

 

Establishment of New Fee: 

 

Driveway Setback Variance:  $ 25.00. 

 

   This Fee will become effective seven (7) days after publication of this ordinance. 

 

   Amending Existing Fees: 

 

BUILDING PERMITS & PLANNING/ZONING * means State Surcharge is 

applied to all permits, in addition to the fees listed. 

 

                           Current Fee                   Amended Fee 

   Residential Basement Finish   $  75.00*         $ Based on Value of Work. 

   (existing structures) Single Family  

and Duplexes (per unit) 

 

   This Fee will become effective seven (7) days after publication of this ordinance. 
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   Garbage & Refuse Haulers:        Current Fee      Amended Fee 

    Annual fee; 1st truck           $150.00          $300.00 

    Annual fee; each additional truck:        $ 25.00          $  30.00 

 

   This fee will be effective commencing the January 1, 2016 License Period. 

 

Section 2: This Ordinance shall be in full force and effective upon passage and seven (7) days  

  after publication. 

 

ATTEST: 
 

 

 

Phil Rice, Mayor 
 
 

 

 

Amy T. Oehlers, City Clerk 

Introduced: October 19, 2015 

Adopted:  

Published:  

Effective:  

 

  Aye  Nay  Abstain  Absent 

Rice         

Anderson         

Freeburg         

Schmidt         

Weaver         
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Meeting Date November 2, 2015 
Agenda Section Updates & Reports 
Item Description Tentative Agendas 
Submitted By Amy Oehlers, City Clerk 

 

 

BACKGROUND INFORMATION  

Attached are the tentative agenda(s) for future meeting(s). 

FINANCIAL IMPACT 

None. 

COUNCIL ACTION REQUESTED 

Request Council review and discuss upcoming agenda(s). 

 

 

COUNCIL MEMO FORM 12.1 
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City Council - Worksession 
Monday, November 16, 2015 - 5:30 p.m. 

Council Worksession Room 
(meeting will not be cablecast) 

 

1. 
 
2. 

CALL TO ORDER 
 
ROLL CALL 
 

3. COUNCIL BUSINESS and/or DISCUSSION ITEMS 
3.1 
 

Presentation by Interim City Manager Greg Lee; RE: City Manager Position  
& City Council Discussion. 
 
 

4. ADJOURNMENT 
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City Council – Regular Meeting 
Monday, November 16, 2015 - 7:00 p.m. 

Council Chambers 
(meeting will be cablecast) 

 

1. 
 
2. 

CALL TO ORDER 
 
ROLL CALL 
 

3. COUNCIL MINUTES 
3.1 
 

November 2, 2015 Regular Mtg. 
 

4. OPEN FORUM  *The open forum is an opportunity for the public to address the City Council 
concerning items not listed on the agenda.  Please raise your hand to be recognized by the Mayor or 
member officiating the meeting.  Approach the podium and state your full name and address for the 
record.  Rules of Conduct as listed in the public folder provided at the entrance of the Council 
Chambers must be adhered to. 
  

5. PUBLIC HEARING(S) 
5.1 
 
 
5.2 
 
 

Water Utility Rate Increase 2016. 
RES/Approving a Water Utility Rate Increase for 2016. 
 
Stormwater Utility Rate Increase for 2016. 
RES/Approving a Stormwater Utility Rate Increase for 2016. 
 

6. CONSENT AGENDA 
6.1 
6.2 
 

Verified Bills. 
Revising & Setting Council Calendars. 
 

7. REPORTS OF OFFICERS, BOARDS & COMMISSIONS 
7.1 Planning Items. 

7.1.A 
7.1.B 
 
7.1.C 

RES/Conditional Use Permit Amendment; 814 E River Rd. 
ORD/Repealing Chpt 74, Article VII, Divisions 1, 2, 3 & 4, Relating to Floodplains.  
(1st reading) 
ORD/Establishing a new Chpt 74, Article VII, Floodplains. (1st reading) 

 
8. PETITIONS, REQUESTS & COMMUNICATION 
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November 16, 2015 Regular Mtg 
 
 
9. ORDINANCES & RESOLUTIONS 

9.1 
 
9.2 
 
9.3 
9.4 
9.5 
9.6 
9.7 

RES/Approving a Water Utility Rate Increase for 2016. (ACTED UPON AFTER PUBLIC 
HEARING) 
RES/Approving a Stormwater Utility Rate Increase for 2016. (ACTED UPON AFTER PUBLIC 
HEARING) 
RES/2016 Street Renewal Project; Authorize Feasibility Study. 
RES/Purchase of Connexus Tower Site. 
ORD/First Amendment to Purchase Agreement; Minnesota Street Works. (2nd reading) 
RES/Approving Process for City Manager Search. 
ORD/Chpt 50, Establishing an Article Related to Camping in Public Spaces. (1st reading) 

 
10. UNFINISHED BUSINESS 
 
11. NEW BUSINESS 

  
12. UPDATES & REPORTS 

12.1 Tentative Agendas. 
 

ADJOURNMENT 
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City Council - Worksession 
Monday, November 23, 2015 - 5:00 p.m. 

Council Worksession Room 
(meeting will not be cablecast) 

 

1. 
 
2. 

CALL TO ORDER 
 
ROLL CALL 
 

3. COUNCIL BUSINESS and/or DISCUSSION ITEMS 
3.1  

 
4. ADJOURNMENT 

 
 

54 of 59



 

 

 

 

City Council – Regular Meeting 
Monday, December 7, 2015 - 7:00 p.m. 

Council Chambers 
(meeting will be cablecast) 

 

1. 
 
2. 

CALL TO ORDER 
 
ROLL CALL 
 

3. COUNCIL MINUTES 
3.1 
 

November 16, 2015 Regular Mtg. 
 

4. OPEN FORUM  *The open forum is an opportunity for the public to address the City Council 
concerning items not listed on the agenda.  Please raise your hand to be recognized by the Mayor or 
member officiating the meeting.  Approach the podium and state your full name and address for the 
record.  Rules of Conduct as listed in the public folder provided at the entrance of the Council 
Chambers must be adhered to. 
4.1  

 
5. PUBLIC HEARING(S) 

5.1 
 
 
5.2 

Amendments to City Charter. 
ORD/Amending Anoka City Charter. (1st reading) 
 
Review of  2016 City Levy & Budget. 
 

6. CONSENT AGENDA 
6.1 
6.2 
 

Verified Bills. 
Revising & Setting Council Calendars. 
 

7. REPORTS OF OFFICERS, BOARDS & COMMISSIONS 
7.1 Planning Items. 

7.1.A 
 
7.1.B 
 

ORD/Repealing Chpt 74, Article VII, Divisions 1, 2, 3 & 4, Relating to Floodplains.  
(2nd reading) 
ORD/Establishing a new Chpt 74, Article VII; Floodplains. (2nd reading) 
RES/Summary Ordinance, Chpt 74, Article VII, Division 1; Floodplains. 

 
8. PETITIONS, REQUESTS & COMMUNICATION 
 
9. ORDINANCES & RESOLUTIONS 

9.1 
9.2 

ORD/Amending Anoka City Charter. (1st reading) 
ORD/2016 Master Fee Schedule (1st reading) 
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9.3 
9.4 

ORD/First Amendment to Purchase Agreement; Minnesota Street Works. (2nd reading) 
ORD/Chpt 50, Establishing an Article Related to Camping in Public Spaces. (2nd reading) 

 
10. UNFINISHED BUSINESS 
 
 

December 7, 2015 Regular Mtg 
 
11. NEW BUSINESS 

11.1 Annual Appointments to City Boards & Commissions. 
 

12. UPDATES & REPORTS 
12.1 Tentative Agendas. 

 
ADJOURNMENT 
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City Council - Worksession 
Monday, December 14, 2015 - 5:00 p.m. 

Council Worksession Room 
(meeting will not be cablecast) 

 

1. 
 
2. 

CALL TO ORDER 
 
ROLL CALL 
 

3. COUNCIL BUSINESS and/or DISCUSSION ITEMS 
3.1  

 
4. ADJOURNMENT 
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City Council – Regular Meeting 
Monday, December 21, 2015 - 7:00 p.m. 

Council Chambers 
(meeting will be cablecast) 

 

1. 
 
2. 

CALL TO ORDER 
 
ROLL CALL 
 

3. COUNCIL MINUTES 
3.1 
 

November 23, 2015 Worksession. 
December 7, 2015 Regular Mtg. 
 

4. OPEN FORUM  *The open forum is an opportunity for the public to address the City Council 
concerning items not listed on the agenda.  Please raise your hand to be recognized by the Mayor or 
member officiating the meeting.  Approach the podium and state your full name and address for the 
record.  Rules of Conduct as listed in the public folder provided at the entrance of the Council 
Chambers must be adhered to. 
4.1  

 
5. PUBLIC HEARING(S) 

  
6. CONSENT AGENDA 

6.1 
6.2 
 

Verified Bills. 
Revising & Setting Council Calendars. 
 

7. REPORTS OF OFFICERS, BOARDS & COMMISSIONS 
7.1 Planning Items. 

7.1.A RES/Site Plan; 1100 W Hwy 10. 
 
8. PETITIONS, REQUESTS & COMMUNICATION 
 
9. ORDINANCES & RESOLUTIONS 

9.1 
9.2 
9.3 
9.4 

ORD/Amending Anoka City Charter. (2nd reading) 
ORD/Adopting 2016 Master Fee Schedule. (2nd reading) 
RES/Adoption 2016 City Levy. 
RES/Adopting 2016 City Budget. 

 
10. UNFINISHED BUSINESS 
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December 21, 2015 Regular Mtg 

 
11. NEW BUSINESS 

11.1 
11.2 
11.3 

Approval of Non-Union Health Insurance City Contribution. 
Approval of Dental Insurance Policy. 
Approval of Non-Union Wage Adjustments. 
 

12. UPDATES & REPORTS 
12.1 
12.2 
12.3 

Distribution of Round-Up Funds. 
Annual Redesignation of Funds. 
Tentative Agendas. 
 

ADJOURNMENT 
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