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REGULAR MEETING OF THE ANOKA CITY COUNCIL 
ANOKA CITY HALL 

CITY COUNCIL CHAMBERS 
AUGUST 15, 2016 

 
1. CALL TO ORDER 

 
Mayor Rice called the meeting to order at 7:08 p.m., followed by the Pledge of 
Allegiance. 

 
2. ROLL CALL 

 
Present at roll call: Mayor Rice, Councilmembers Anderson, Freeburg, Schmidt, and 
Weaver. 

 
Staff present: City Manager Greg Lee; Associate Planner Chuck Darnell; Engineering 
Technician III Ben Nelson; Housing Manager Darin Berger; Police Chief Phil Johanson; 
City Attorney Scott Baumgartner; and Recording Secretary Cathy Sorensen. 

 
Absent at roll call: None. 

 
3. COUNCIL MINUTES 

 
3.1 Minutes of July 25, 2016, Worksession 

August 1, 2016, Budget Presentation. 
August 1, 2016, Regular Meeting. 

 

Motion by Councilmember Weaver, seconded by Councilmember Anderson, to 
waive the reading and approve the July 25, 2016, Worksession, August 1, 2016 
Budget Presentation, and the August 1, 2016, Regular Meeting minutes. 

 
Vote taken.  All ayes.  Motion carried. 

 
4. OPEN FORUM 

 
4.1 Anoka Halloween (Pat Meiner); Thank You to the City. 

 

Pat Meiner of Anoka Halloween thanked the City Council and City staff for their 
assistance with the Anoka Halloween Sponsored Events over the years. Mr. 
Meiner introduced members of the Anoka Halloween Committee who distributed 
Anoka Halloween mugs showcasing the 2016 logo. He outlined the many things 
the City did to support the annual Anoka Halloween events and thanked the City 
for their work. 

 
Councilmember Freeburg thanked Mr. Meiner and his committee, stating how 
well they make this event work which is known throughout the country. 



August 15, 2016 (Regular) 
Page 2 of 11 

 

 

Councilmember Schmidt asked if there are any new events. Mr. Meiner said the 
postage stamp release event is new as well as changes to the Orange Sky Ball. 

 
Councilmember Freeburg noted the Postmaster General will be attending the 
stamp release event which will bring much attention to Anoka. 

 
Mayor Rice agreed, stating this is a great endorsement for the Anoka Halloween 
event which has been held for the past 96 years. He thanked the Committee for 
all the work they do. 

 
Mr. Meiner said the Committee will be hosting a picnic at Peninsula Point Park 
and invited anyone interested in learning more about serving on the Anoka 
Halloween Committee to attend. 

 
4.2 Councilmember Schmidt shared that one of Metro Cities’ goals is to watch over 

the Metropolitan Council which now has a budget of $1 billion. He said the Met 
Council is not an elected body and while a bill just passed that outlines staggered 
terms cities still have little input on this very large budget. Councilmember 
Schmidt noted the southwest light rail transit project is budgeted at $1.858 billion 
but that not much of this project will benefit Anoka. He added the Met Council 
levy includes 63% for parks and transit but said cities do not see that much benefit 
for parks as well. 

 
5. PUBLIC HEARING(S) 

 
None. 

 
6. CONSENT AGENDA 

 
Motion by Councilmember Anderson, seconded by Councilmember Weaver, to approve 
Consent Agenda 6.1 through 6.2. 

 
6.1 Approved Verified Bills. 

 
6.2 Revising and Setting Council Calendars. 

 
Councilmember Schmidt noted the August 29, 2016, budget worksession will be 
canceled as they were able to complete their budget discussions earlier in the 
worksession. 

 
Vote taken.  All ayes.  Motion carried. 

 
7. REPORTS OF OFFICERS, BOARDS AND COMMITTEES 

 
7.1 Planning Items. 



August 15, 2016 (Regular) 
Page 3 of 11 

 

 

7.1.A ORD/Amending Chapter 74; Article V, Division 2; Home Occupations. 
(1st Reading) 

 
Associate Planner Chuck Darnell shared a staff report with background 
information to the Council stating the City has been considering some 
potential changes to the home occupations ordinance of the Anoka City 
Code. The changes being considered include amending the home 
occupation performance standards to not allow for home occupations to be 
conducted in accessory structures, and amending the permitted and 
prohibited home occupations to allow for food production now allowed by 
Minnesota State Statute through the Cottage Food Law. 

 
Councilmember Anderson thanked staff for their work on this ordinance. 

 
Councilmember Weaver summarized the intent of this ordinance and 
asked when it will be in effect. Mr. Darnell said second reading will be 
held on Tuesday, September 6, and become effective seven days after 
publication which is September 16, 2016. 

 
Linnae Batche, Anoka, thanked the City for working on this ordinance and 
shared information about their products that will be now available for sale 
because of this ordinance. Councilmember Weaver said this ordinance 
amendment is an example of a process that worked well and that he is 
excited to see this come forward. 

 
Motion by Councilmember Anderson, seconded by Councilmember 
Freeburg, to hold first reading of an ordinance amending Chapter 74; 
Article V, Division 2; Home Occupations. 

 
Upon a roll call vote: Mayor Rice, Councilmembers Anderson, Freeburg, 
Schmidt, and Weaver voted in favor.  Motion carried. 

 
7.1.B RES/Site Plan Amendment; 3201 and 3215 Round Lake Boulevard. 

 
RESOLUTION 

 
Mr. Darnell shared a staff report with background information to the 
Council stating the applicant, Brad Dunham, is requesting a site plan 
amendment for the originally approved site plan at 3201 and 3215 Round 
Lake Boulevard. This is the location of the Top Wash Car Wash, as well 
as a pad for another smaller retail building. The applicant previously 
submitted plans for site plan review, and those plans were approved by the 
City Council on June 17, 2013. The applicant has installed landscaping on 
the site, but has made some changes from what was originally shown on 
the approved landscape plan. Therefore, the purpose of this review of a 
site plan amendment is to approve an amended landscape plan. 
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Councilmember Freeburg said the original design was approved but the 
applicant is now going back and requesting upgrades. Mr. Darnell said the 
original site plan was approved in 2013 and while there were discussions 
with the applicant about changes no formal site plan amendment process 
or landscape amendment was done and that staff is requesting that 
approval now. He noted the Planning Commission feels the current plan 
meets the intent of the original plan. 

 
Mayor Rice agreed with the changes on the western border but said 
nothing was added on the north, south, and east borders. Mr. Darnell said 
staff feels the landscaping installed does not meet intent of the original 
plan and that this plan will provide more screening for visual and sound 
and better suit the surrounding properties. 

 
Councilmember Freeburg asked why this was allowed to be done. Mr. 
Darnell said there were discussions but that the plan was never formally 
approved and while the City is still holding the escrow after review the 
determination was made that the current plan did not meet the intent. 

 
Mayor Rice noted this is also coming forward because the second half of 
the lot is being built. 

 
Mr. Darnell said this approval just focuses on the landscaping changes. 

 
Councilmember Weaver said he heard from the westerly neighbors who 
are excited that enhancements are going to happen and shared concerns 
about noise and light issues, adding it is important to be a good neighbor. 
He asked about the LED brightness and what is allowed after hours. Mr. 
Darnell said staff spoke with the owners and are working on conducting a 
light reading test to determine if any violation is occurring. 

 
Brad Dunham, Top Washer, said he feels the light readings do not exceed 
the allowed levels and that they have already been turned down and that 
the sound issues involve one particular neighbor which the police could 
not confirm when called. He said they are good neighbors and that they 
have met with concerned neighbors and installed fencing where requested 
and that less plantings were required at the time which staff saw and found 
acceptable because we were trading trees. Mr. Dunham said he built what 
he believed was the right plan but said the higher number of trees is fine, 
adding they built a good car wash and are good neighbors. 

 
Councilmember Schmidt agreed that the car wash is a great addition to a 
parcel that was difficult to use. Mr. Dunham said the second site has to be 
compatible with the car wash and while they thought it would be a coffee 
shop with the recent addition of Starbucks and Caribou they may have to 
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reevaluate. He said the site may not need a drive through as originally 
intended and that the site may look different than originally proposed. 

 
Mr. Darnell said if the site plan changes it will come back before the 
Council for approval. 

 
Motion by Councilmember Weaver, seconded by Councilmember 
Schmidt, to adopt a resolution approving the site plan amendment for the 
property at 3201 and 3215 Round Lake Boulevard. 

 
Upon a roll call vote: Mayor Rice, Councilmembers Anderson, Freeburg, 
Schmidt, and Weaver voted in favor.  Motion carried. 

 
8. PETITIONS, REQUESTS AND COMMUNICATION 

 
None. 

 
9. ORDINANCES AND RESOLUTIONS 

 
9.1 ORD/Approving Lease Agreement with Beehive Partners, LLC; City’s Use of 

Parking Lot at 1807 1st Avenue. 
(1st Reading) 

 
Housing Manager Darin Berger shared a staff report with background information 
to the Council stating on June 20, 2016, staff came before the City Council asking 
for approval of a property exchange with the Anoka HRA. The parcels approved 
in the exchange were 1807 First Avenue and 2810 Fairoak Ave. Since that time, 
the closing has taken place and ownership has been exchanged not only by the 
City and HRA, but also in conjunction with Walker Methodist and Beehive 
Partners, LLC. At the time of approval, the Council strongly encouraged Staff to 
come to terms with Beehive Partners, LLC to allow for public parking in the lot 
located at 1807 First Avenue until future redevelopment of the site occurs. Staff 
worked with our City Attorney to draw up a lease agreement and Beehive 
Partners, LLC has agreed to the terms of the lease. 

 
Councilmember Weaver asked for the lease cost for the parking lot. Mr. Berger 
said the lease cost will be $1 and that the lot will remain open for public use until 
something else occurs there. 

 
Motion by Councilmember Schmidt, seconded by Councilmember Freeburg, to 
hold first reading of an ordinance approving a Lease Agreement between Beehive 
Partners, LLC and the City of Anoka. 

 
Councilmember Schmidt thanked staff for their work on this project. 
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Upon a roll call vote: Mayor Rice, Councilmembers Anderson, Freeburg, 
Schmidt, and Weaver voted in favor.  Motion carried. 

 
9.2 ORD/Approving Purchase Agreement for the Sale of 205/207 Fremont Street. 

(2nd Reading) 
 

ORDINANCE 
 

Mr. Darnell shared a staff report with background information to the Council 
stating this is the second reading of an ordinance to approve the purchase 
agreement for sale of property known as 205/207 Fremont Street to Tim and 
Phoumma Hoffman. The City Council held the first reading of the purchase 
agreement at their August 1, 2016 meeting. There have been no changes to the 
proposed ordinance since the first reading. In the spring of 2016, as part of a real 
estate transaction between the City of Anoka and Dennis and Beverly Medved the 
City of Anoka acquired a residential property known as 205/207 Fremont Street. 
Based on the assumed value of this property, the City contributed an additional 
$200,000 as part of the property agreement with Dennis and Beverly Medved to 
complete the Riverplace Counseling Center real estate transaction. The City 
Attorney has reviewed the purchase agreement from a legal perspective and is 
satisfied and closing is contingent upon the property appraising at $220,000.00 or 
greater in value and a standard home inspection. 

 
Motion by Councilmember Freeburg, seconded by Councilmember Weaver, to 
hold second reading and adopt an ordinance to covey real property known as 
205/207 Fremont Street to Tim and Phoumma Hoffman. 

 
Upon a roll call vote: Mayor Rice, Councilmembers Anderson, Freeburg, 
Schmidt, and Weaver voted in favor.  Motion carried. 

 
Mayor Rice thanked staff for getting this project done so quickly. 

 
9.3 2017 Street Renewal Program (SRP) Projects: 

 

RES/2017 Brisbin Area SRP; Authorize Feasibility Study. 
 

RESOLUTION 
 

Engineering Technician III Ben Nelson shared a staff report with background 
information to the Council stating now that the 17th year of the Street Renewal 
Program (SRP) is nearing completion, we must consider the proposed program for 
2017. The goal each year is to select the upcoming street segments in the summer 
so that the preliminary survey information can be acquired prior to snowfall. This 
will allow the winter months for engineering design, public meetings, and public 
hearings. The proposed program for 2017 is proposed to be two separate projects 
for a total of 2.02 miles of street reconstruction.  The 2017 Brisbin Area SRP 
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project will continue the proposed 4-year duration of the Street Renewal Program 
for the neighborhood north of South Street, and east of Seventh Avenue. The 0.70 
miles of streets that are proposed to be included for study within the 2017 Brisbin 
Area SPR feasibility report. 

 
Mayor Rice asked about the cost for the project. Mr. Nelson said the cost for the 
Christian Hills project is $3.5 million plus contingency. 

 
Councilmember Schmidt said we are doubling and tripling our outlay for the SRP 
program and while he is not sure how much more we can do at this rate he is 
pleased about these projects and will support the feasibility studies. 

 
Motion by Councilmember Weaver, seconded by Councilmember Freeburg, to 
adopt a resolution authorizing the preparation of a feasibility report for the 2017 
Brisbin Area SRP project. 

 
Upon a roll call vote: Mayor Rice, Councilmembers Anderson, Freeburg, 
Schmidt, and Weaver voted in favor.  Motion carried. 

 
RES/2017 Christian Hills SRP; Authorize Feasibility Study. 

 
RESOLUTION 

 
Mr. Nelson shared a staff report with background information to the Council 
stating the 2017 Christian Hills SRP project will be in the neighborhood south of 
Jefferson Street, and west of Firth Avenue, which comprises 1.32 miles of streets. 

 
Motion by Councilmember Freeburg, seconded by Councilmember Weaver, to 
adopt a resolution authorizing the preparation of a feasibility report for the 2017 
Christian Hills SRP project. 

 
Upon a roll call vote: Mayor Rice, Councilmembers Anderson, Freeburg, 
Schmidt, and Weaver voted in favor.  Motion carried. 

 
9.4 RES/Approving Contract with MnDOT; Sidewalk Maintenance Agreement for 

TH-10 Non-Motorized Crossing Improvement Project. 
 

RESOLUTION 
 

Mr. Nelson shared a staff report with background information to the Council 
stating Anoka County awarded the first project in the Trunk Highway 10 Access 
Planning Study on May 24, 2016. The TH-10 Non-motorized Crossing 
Improvement project is to encourage pedestrians to cross the highway only at 
designated crosswalks in the area of Fairoak and Thurston Avenue.  This project 
is within the Trunk Highway 10 right-of-way which is within the jurisdictions of 
Minnesota Department of Transportation (MnDOT) which requires a maintenance 
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agreement for the sidewalk that will be constructed adjacent to Trunk Highway 10 
from 217 feet east of Fairoak Avenue to Church Street. This will provide a new 
pedestrian connection from Fairoak to Main Street. 

 
City Manager Greg Lee said the Capital Improvement Program has included this 
project for the last 10 years at a cost of $210,000 but now MnDOT and Anoka 
County will be doing the project which just requires City approval. 

 
Councilmember Weaver said this crossing will be part of a median project to 
direct pedestrians to the crosswalk at Fairoak but noted this is a throw away 
project because if improved this fall the project will go away again. Mr. Lee said 
staff has applied for federal funding and while we will not know until the fall if 
we are approved if we are the City will receive $7 million of a $33 million 
project. He said the project is planned for 2021 and if proceeds are received the 
crossing project will be removed as part of the larger Highway 10 project. 

 
Motion by Councilmember Freeburg, seconded by Councilmember Anderson, to 
adopt a resolution approving the Sidewalk Maintenance Agreement for the TH-10 
Non-motorized Crossing Improvement Project. 

 
Upon a roll call vote: Mayor Rice, Councilmembers Anderson, Freeburg, 
Schmidt, and Weaver voted in favor.  Motion carried. 

 
Mayor Rice said this is a huge project for public safety and will provide a 
beautiful and safe pedestrian walkway. 

 
9.5 RES/Authorizing Application for Planning Assistance Grant Funds. 

 

RESOLUTION 
 

Mr. Darnell shared a staff report with background information to the Council 
stating as part of the 2040 Comprehensive Plan Update process, the Metropolitan 
Council is providing funding assistance to communities. The City of Anoka is 
approved for assistance in the amount of $32,000. In order to access the funds, the 
City must complete an on-line application which includes a council resolution of 
support for acceptance of the funds and a general scope of work for our 
Comprehensive Plan update by September 5, 2016. Once the City completes the 
funding agreement, the City will receive half of the funds. The remaining half will 
be paid until completion and acceptance of the Comprehensive Plan Update. 
Staff is currently working on the general scope of work for the Comprehensive 
Plan. Based on initial estimates, staff expects the cost to exceed the current 
budgeted amount. The Metropolitan Council funding could help offset those 
costs. 

 
Councilmember Weaver asked what restrictions will be required as part of these 
grant funds.  Mr. Darnell said the Met Council will want to see a plan consistent 
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with their goals and policies and that it is accepted by surrounding communities 
and includes standard land use components and affordable housing. He said the 
goal is to have 1,000 units of affordable housing for 2040 which will be 
something we have to address. 

 
Councilmember Weaver asked how we quantify 22% affordable housing units 
when we already have 50% rental in place. Mr. Darnell said that will be the 
argument for the Met Council so we can request that adjustment. He noted 
affordable housing units would be requirement whether or not we accept the grant 
funding. 

 
Councilmember Freeburg inquired about the affordable housing income levels. 
Mr. Darnell said the requirement is 30% or below the area median income. 

 
Councilmember Freeburg said the Comprehensive Plan is reviewed every 10 
years and that Met Council has never pushed because we already have many 
affordable units in place.  Mayor Rice agreed, adding many of our owner- 
occupied housing qualify as well and that we are likely at 50% affordable housing 
units already. 

 
Councilmember Schmidt asked who will be working on this project going 
forward as Mr. Darnell will be leaving the City soon to take a position in another 
state. Mr. Darnell shared that Ms. Braun, Mr. Borglund, and Mr. Palmer will 
continue work on this project and that the City will be hiring another Associate 
Planner as well. 

 
Councilmember Schmidt thanked Mr. Darnell for his work at Anoka. 

 
Motion by Councilmember Freeburg, seconded by Councilmember Schmidt, to 
adopt a resolution identifying the need for funding to complete its 2040 
Comprehensive Plan update and authorizing an application for planning 
assistance grant funds. 

 
Upon a roll call vote: Mayor Rice, Councilmembers Anderson, Freeburg, 
Schmidt, and Weaver voted in favor.  Motion carried. 

 
10. UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

 
10.1 Discussion on Downtown Activity. 

 

Police Chief Phil Johanson said this item is intended to provide an opportunity for 
Council to have a general discussion on items related to downtown, including 
security and events. He shared that things are going well and that the public has 
noticed an increase in foot patrols since early spring. He said police have been 
meeting with both business owners and customers who appreciate the positive 
police presence.  Chief Johanson shared that in addition to foot patrols they are 
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using an ATV vehicle to patrol trails from Aikin Park to Riverside Park as well as 
the Anoka Nature Preserve, stating he is pleased with the feedback. 

 
Councilmember Weaver referred to a recent high profile case where suspects 
were identified and warrants are out for their arrest, noting the three suspects were 
staying with a resident leasing at Cutters Grove and asked if the penalties outlined 
in the City’s rental licensing program will be implemented. Chief Johanson said 
those facts will be reviewed and action taken as appropriate. 

 
Councilmember Schmidt confirmed that staff will approach the landlord of 
Cutters Grove to follow-up on penalties outlined in the rental licensing program 
and added the drug paraphernalia ordinance was adopted last week which may 
help with some of this activity as well. 

 
Councilmember Weaver said he is very proud of the Police Chief, Captain, and all 
police personnel and has heard from both residents and business owners how 
pleased they are to see their presence in the City. 

 
Mayor Rice said the City is providing shelter for homeless individuals that exceed 
the need for Anoka itself and that people are taking advantage of the shelter. He 
referred to the Stepping Stones facility and noted a small percentage of 
individuals do decline offered assistance but that we still provide tremendous 
support for the homeless. Mayor Rice said adding police support to the City and 
the downtown area helps to make all comfortable and feel supported and safe. 

 
Mr. Lee said that currently there is one shelter bed for every 288 citizens in 
Anoka. Councilmember Weaver said this figure does not include beds at 
AMRTC or the Anoka County workhouse and that neighboring cities do not 
provide any shelter beds which draws many people to Anoka. 

 
Mr. Lee said staff has created a summary sheet outlining the City’s support that 
can be shared and challenged any city to come close to what Anoka offers. 

 
Councilmember Freeburg inquired about progress at the AMRTC. Mr. Lee said 
things are not moving forward and that staff will follow-up but said to date 
funding has not been provided. 

 
Mayor Rice said we need the legislature to rally, including Representative Jerry 
Newton. 

 
Mayor Rice said he received a text about the gate being locked open at the Anoka 
Area Nature Preserve and the importance of ensuring that no motorized vehicles 
enter the preserve. 

 
11. NEW BUSINESS 
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None. 
 

12. UPDATES AND REPORTS 
 

12.1 Tentative Agenda(s). 
 

The Council reviewed the tentative agendas of the upcoming Council meetings. 
 

12.2 Staff and Council Input. 
 

Mr. Lee shared that this is Mr. Darnell’s last meeting as he has accepted a 
position in Oregon. He thanked him for the great work he has done and said he is 
an outstanding employee. 

 
Mr. Darnell said he has enjoyed his time here and thanked the great Council and 
staff for their support in this opportunity. 

 
13. ADJOURNMENT 

 
Councilmember Freeburg, made a motion to adjourn the Regular Council meeting. 
Councilmember Anderson, seconded the motion. 

 
Vote taken. All ayes. Motion carried. 

Time of adjournment:  8:28 p.m. 

Submitted by:  Cathy Sorensen, TimeSaver Off Site Secretarial, Inc. 
 
Approval Attestation: 

 
Amy T. Oehlers, City Clerk 
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