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REGULAR MEETING OF THE ANOKA CITY COUNCIL 
ANOKA CITY HALL 

CITY COUNCIL CHAMBERS 
JUNE 6, 2016 

 
1. CALL TO ORDER 
 

Mayor Pro Tem Weaver called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m., followed by the Pledge 
of Allegiance. 

 
2. ROLL CALL 
 

Present at roll call:  Mayor Pro Tem Weaver, Councilmembers Anderson, Freeburg, 
Schmidt, and Weaver. 
 
Staff present:  City Manager Greg Lee, Deputy Community Development Director Doug 
Borglund. 
 
Absent at roll call:  Mayor Rice. 

 
3. COUNCIL MINUTES 
 

3.1 Minutes of May 16, 2016, Regular Meeting.  
Minutes of May 23, 2016, Worksession. 
 
Motion by Councilmember Freeburg, seconded by Councilmember Anderson, to 
waive the reading and approve the May 16, 2016, Regular Meeting minutes and 
the May 23, 2016 Worksession minutes. 
 
Vote taken.  All ayes.  Motion carried. 
  

4. OPEN FORUM 
 

None. 
 

5. PUBLIC HEARING(S) 
 

None. 
 
6. CONSENT AGENDA 
 

Motion by Councilmember Anderson, seconded by Councilmember Freeburg, to approve 
Consent Agenda 6.1 through 6.4. 

  
6.1 Approved Verified Bills. 
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6.2 Revising and Setting Council Calendars.  
 
6.3 Recommended Approval of an LG220 Permit for a Raffle at Anoka High School 

River City Rhythm. 
 
6.4 Recommended Approval of an LG230 Gambling Permit; Raffle at Anoka Ice 

Arena. 
 

Vote taken.  All ayes.  Motion carried.  
 
Councilmember Schmidt said City Rhythm will represent Anoka well in their upcoming 
performance. 
 

7.      REPORTS OF OFFICERS, BOARDS AND COMMITTEES 
 

None. 
 

8. PETITIONS, REQUESTS AND COMMUNICATION 
 

None. 
 

9. ORDINANCES AND RESOLUTIONS 
 

9.1 ORD/Amending Chapter 14, Article VII; Special Events.  
 (2nd Reading) 
 

ORDINANCE 
 
RES/Approving Summary for Publication; Chapter 14, Article VII. 
 
RESOLUTION 
 
City Manager Greg Lee shared a staff report with background information to the 
Council stating at the April worksession, Council and staff discussed the City’s 
Special Events regulations in our City Code and the separate Special Events 
Policy.  The purpose of this review was to clarify some sections of the current 
code and to incorporate the Special Events Policy into the City Code’s Special 
Events section.  Mr. Lee stated that since first reading, there have been multiple 
administrative changes and that the sale of alcoholic beverages is included in the 
Revenue Sharing requirements but noted the sale of food is not part of the 
Revenue Sharing requirements because it is typically a food service that is 
incidental to the event. Generally, the Food Truck vendor is not local and is 
contracted by the Event Sponsor.  Requiring such a vendor to produce budget 
documents would likely be a hindrance for an Event Sponsor to find Vendors to 
participate in their event.  Mr. Lee noted that all alcoholic beverages must be sold 
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and distributed in the container provided by the manufacturer and applies to wine 
and strong beer as well which eliminates the possibility of mixing onsite. 
 
Councilmember Schmidt asked if this requirement applies to beer kegs too.  Mr. 
Lee said glasses of beer could be sold, adding the section does not apply to beer, 
particularly 3.2 beer. 

 
Motion by Councilmember Freeburg, seconded by Councilmember Anderson, to 
hold second reading and adopt an ordinance amending Chapter 14, Article VII, 
Special Events of the Code of the City of Anoka. 
 
Upon a roll call vote: Mayor Pro Tem Weaver, Councilmembers Anderson, 
Freeburg, and Schmidt voted in favor.  Motion carried. 

 
Motion by Councilmember Freeburg, seconded by Councilmember Anderson, to 
adopt a resolution providing publication of a Summary of the Ordinance which 
informs the public of the amendments made to the City Code. 
 
Upon a roll call vote: Mayor Pro Tem Weaver, Councilmembers Anderson, 
Freeburg, and Schmidt voted in favor.  Motion carried. 

 
9.2 ORD/Amending 2016 Master Fee Schedule; Special Events.  
 (2nd Reading) 
 

ORDINANCE 
 
Mr. Lee shared a staff report with background information to the Council stating 
staff is recommending an increase in the special events fee from $75.00 per event 
to $200 per event, payable at the time of submittal of an application. $100 of this 
will be retained to cover staff labor costs for the assistance/review. $100 of this 
will be for the actual “license” itself, which may be refunded to the applicant if 
they withdraw the application prior to it being placed in a City Council packet. 
This will ensure that the staff labor costs for the initial review is not being borne 
by the taxpayers, but is being paid for by the individual/entity that applied for a 
Special Event. 
 
Motion by Councilmember Freeburg, seconded by Councilmember Anderson, to 
hold second reading and adopt an ordinance amending the 2016 Master Fee 
Schedule. 
 
Councilmember Schmidt inquired if the adopted ordinance addressed the use of 
sound equipment and concerns about music after 11:00 p.m.  Mr. Lee said the 
City’s noise ordinance is from 7:00-10:00 p.m. and would apply to activities at 
special events. 
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Upon a roll call vote: Mayor Pro Tem Weaver, Councilmembers Anderson, 
Freeburg, and Schmidt voted in favor.  Motion carried. 

 
9.3 ORD/Amending Chapter 48, Article I; Property Maintenance Standards.  
 (2nd Reading) 
 

ORDINANCE 
 
Mr. Lee shared a staff report with background information to the Council stating 
at the April 26, 2016 Council Worksession, staff brought forth suggested 
language changes for Chapter 48, Chapter 50, and the City’s Snow Removal 
Policy in response to a complaint/inquiry from a citizen regarding ice control on 
sidewalks; and questions regarding the City’s responsibility for ice control and 
snow removal on sidewalks.  He noted there were no changes from first reading. 

 
Motion by Councilmember Anderson, seconded by Councilmember Freeburg, to 
hold second reading and adopt an ordinance amending Chapter 48, Property 
Maintenance Standards, Article I, Section 48-3, Responsibilities of Owners and 
Occupants. 

 
Upon a roll call vote: Mayor Pro Tem Weaver, Councilmembers Anderson, 
Freeburg, and Schmidt voted in favor.  Motion carried. 

 
9.4 ORD/Amending Chapter 50, Article II; Snow and Ice Removal.  
 (2nd Reading) 
 

ORDINANCE 
 
Mr. Lee shared a staff report with background information to the Council stating 
at the April 26, 2016 Council Worksession, staff brought forth suggested 
language changes for Chapter 48, Chapter 50, and the City’s Snow Removal 
Policy in response to a complaint/inquiry from a citizen regarding ice control on 
sidewalks; and questions regarding the City’s responsibility for ice control and 
snow removal on sidewalks.  This agenda item addresses changes to Chapter 50 in 
the downtown area and there was one typographical amendment from first 
reading.  

 
Motion by Councilmember Anderson, seconded by Councilmember Freeburg, to 
hold second reading and adopt an ordinance Amending Chapter 50, Streets, 
Sidewalks and Other Public Places, Article II. Snow and Ice Removal. 

 
Upon a roll call vote: Mayor Pro Tem Weaver, Councilmembers Anderson, 
Freeburg, and Schmidt voted in favor.  Motion carried. 

 
9.5 RES/Purchase of 839 East River Road.  
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RESOLUTION 
 
Deputy Community Development Director Doug Borglund shared a staff report 
with background information to the Council stating the City and Anoka, LLC, a 
Minnesota limited liability company, have been in negotiations regarding property 
known as 839 East River Road.  The City and Anoka, LLC, have agreed to a 
purchase price of $250,000 for the commercial property and Anoka, LLC has 
expressed a desire to close on the property in June or as soon as a closing can be 
scheduled. The City would like to demolish the building and create an interim 
parking area to serve the existing City owned liquor store and long term reserve 
the property for future expansion when determined to be appropriate.  Mr. 
Borglund said the liquor store has experienced some parking challenges with 
parking which could result in potential loss of sales, especially for those 
customers with boats and trailers so this additional lot area will help.   
 
Councilmember Anderson said he always thought a third store would do well in 
Anoka but expanding is a great idea too and this way we will be ready when the 
time comes if we so choose.   
 
Motion by Councilmember Anderson, seconded by Councilmember Freeburg, to 
adopt a resolution approving purchase of real property, 839 East River Road.  
 
Councilmember Freeburg confirmed the store contributes $75,000 to the park 
fund each year.  Mr. Lee said the amount varies but is closer to $100,000-
$150,000 per year for both stores. 
 
Councilmember Freeburg asked how long it will take to pay the purchase price 
back.  Mr. Lee said it will take about two years to pay the funds back. 
 
Councilmember Schmidt said he believes the contributions can reach $300,000 
but some funds are being retained for future roof improvements, etc. and the 
contributions are not as low as they appear. 
 
Councilmember Weaver said since the site was a former service station have the 
Phase I and II studies been completed.  Mr. Borglund said they have and that is 
what the estimate is based on, including demolition. 
 
Councilmember Weaver inquired about removing any tanks and soil corrections.  
Mr. Borglund said the cost includes that clean-up, including soil restoration and 
tank removal. 
 
Councilmember Weaver asked about the funding source.  Mr. Lee said it is 
possibly coming from the liquor store reserve but will confirm and report back. 
 
Councilmember Weaver asked if there have been sketches done with the existing 
lot and reconfigured lot layouts.  Mr. Lee said a rough draft has been done that 



June 6, 2016 (Regular) 
Page 6 of 8 

could include a 10,000-12,000 square foot building by combining the two lots 
with parking, etc. 
 
Councilmember Schmidt confirmed any new addition will include a walk-in beer 
cooler as this is very popular among customers. 
 
Upon a roll call vote: Mayor Pro Tem Weaver, Councilmembers Anderson, 
Freeburg, and Schmidt voted in favor.  Motion carried. 
 

10. UNFINISHED BUSINESS  
 
None.  

 
11. NEW BUSINESS 
 

11.1 Budget Adjustment; Payment to Rauenhorst Recruiting Company.  
  

Mr. Lee shared a staff report with background information to the Council stating 
the City would like to proceed with contracting with Rauenhorst Recruiting 
Company for exclusive retained search agreement to find a replacement for the 
Electric Director position. The current director is intending on retiring by January 
2017 and management has decided to outsource the recruitment process for this 
position.  Management also would like to have some overlay of positions to ease 
the transition process and transfer of knowledge. The fee is $30,000 based on 
projected salary of $100,000 for this position.  This is an unexpected expenditure 
and an adjustment of $30,000 to the Electric fund budget will be needed. 
 
Councilmember Freeburg inquired about the firm.  Mr. Lee said Rauenhorst 
specialize in utility positions. 
 
Councilmember Freeburg asked about the process.  Councilmember Schmidt said 
the committee heard three presentations, two of which were germane, and that 
Rauenhorst is a local, well-known group that is recommended by the League of 
Minnesota Cities for any of their utility inquiries. 
 
Councilmember Weaver said the City is fortunate to have an electric utility and 
even more fortunate to have Councilmember Schmidt head the MMPA.  He asked 
if it is possible to advertise the position for 30 days without the firm in case a 
qualified person applies without the firm.  Councilmember Schmidt said this type 
of posting is for a limited group of people and if done by the firm keeps applicants 
confidential which is best all around.  He noted they met with the City of Elk 
River’s Utility Manager who explained how they combined the water manager 
with the electric manager which could be a possibility to consider. 
 
Councilmember Weaver said he is not opposed but wanted to explore all other 
options. 
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Motion by Councilmember Anderson, seconded by Councilmember Schmidt, to 
approve the agreement and amendment of the Electric fund budget of $30,000 
with Rauenhorst Recruiting Company. 
 
Vote taken.  All ayes.  Motion carried. 
 

12. UPDATES AND REPORTS 
 

12.1 Tentative Agenda(s). 
 

Mr. Borglund said he is excited to share that the City closed on the Hearth 
Development property and that construction will start by November 1.  He said 
the project will take about one year and that staff is excited with where Hearth is 
at with sales and hope they continue to attract both existing residents and those 
from other communities. 
 
Councilmember Weaver asked Mr. Borglund to explain more about the project for 
the audience.  Mr. Borglund said this is a 44-unit condo project at 2nd Avenue and 
Harrison Street that that was delayed during the recession but will be a nice 
addition to Anoka. 
 
Councilmember Schmidt clarified this is a coop project while the project next 
door is a condo project. 
 
Councilmember Weaver noted both projects are owner-occupied and great 
additions to the City. 
 
Mr. Borglund agreed, stating the building will mirror the existing building and 
will contain underground parking, high quality materials, and be three stories 
high. 
 

 12.2 Staff and Council Input. 
 
Mr. Lee said the City Hall parking lot will open within the next week. 
 
The Council reviewed the tentative agendas of the upcoming Council meetings. 

 
13. ADJOURNMENT 

 
Councilmember Freeburg, made a motion to adjourn the Regular Council meeting.  
Councilmember Schmidt, seconded the motion. 
 
Vote taken.  All ayes.  Motion carried. 
 
Time of adjournment:  7:37 p.m. 
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Submitted by:  Cathy Sorensen, TimeSaver Off Site Secretarial, Inc. 

Approval Attestation: 
  
Amy T. Oehlers, City Clerk 


