
 

 

 

 

City Council - Worksession 

Tuesday, February 16, 2016 - 5:00 p.m. 

Council Worksession Room 
(meeting will not be cablecast) 

 

1. 

 

2. 

CALL TO ORDER 

 

ROLL CALL 

 

3. COUNCIL BUSINESS and/or DISCUSSION ITEMS 

3.1 

 

3.2 

Discussion; Regulations related to Personal Property (i.e. chairs, blankets, etc.) left on parade 

routes. 

Discussion; Riverplace Counseling Center. 

 

4. ADJOURNMENT 
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Meeting Date February 16, 2016 
Agenda Section Council Business/Discussion Items 
Item Description Discussion; Regulations related to Personal Property (i.e. chairs, 

blankets, etc.) left on parade routes 
Submitted By Carolyn Braun, Planning Director 
 

BACKGROUND INFORMATION 
 
Recently the city adopted an ordinance regarding no camping in the city. Part of that ordinance also states that 
no private property can be stored on public property. During the discussion of that ordinance, there were 
concerns raised about the timing for placing chairs on the sidewalk to watch parades.  
 
Survey and recommendation 
 
Attached is a summary of an informal survey about the appropriate timing for placing chairs before a parade. 
The survey was conducted by the Anoka Halloween Parade Chairs.  The results of the survey indicate that the 
majority of those participating in the survey think that chairs should be placed no sooner than 4 am on the day 
of the parade. 35% of those participating live in the city of Anoka. The Anoka Chamber also weighed in on this 
topic and agree with the 4 am timing. 
 
Potential additional parade seating 
 
Staff has spoken with representatives from Anoka Halloween and the Parade Chairpersons regarding the renting 
and placement of two large bleachers along the parade route for 2016. Proposed placement includes a nine-row 
250 person capacity bleacher could be placed on the north side of Main Street at First Avenue and a ten-row 
280 person capacity bleacher could be placed on the south of Main Street at Third Avenue. 
  
Seats would be available for sale through the City at a cost of $5-10 per seat. People would select their seat at 
time of purchase. A volunteer will need to staff the seating area and make sure everyone sitting in the bleachers 
has a valid seat ticket. Each bleacher is fully portable, would be in place in the early morning on the day of the 
grand day parade. City cost for the bleachers would be $1000 each. Monies collected from seat reservation 
would be used to offset the rental cost of the bleachers. 
 
 
FINANCIAL IMPACT 
 
If the council agrees, there would be a cost of $2000 to rent bleachers, at least part of which would be offset by 
the sale of tickets for bleacher seating. 
 
 
COUNCIL DIRECTION REQUESTED 
If the Council agrees, staff will prepare an ordinance amendment that allows placement of chairs for a parade no 
sooner than 4 am on the day of the parade.  
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prepared 12/6/15 

Anoka Halloween Parade Chairs Informal Survey Results 

 60% chose day of 

 40% chose earlier 

 

After reviewing the survey results and factoring in the “other” comments, around 60% of the survey 

respondents indicated they prefer to allow chairs to be placed around the parade route starting after 4 

am the day of parade.  Around 40% indicated they prefer the night before or earlier.   

Approximately 34% of the respondents were from Anoka, 50% were from neighboring communities 

(Andover, Blaine, Champlin, Coon Rapids, and Ramsey) and 15% from other communities. 

The majority of respondents from Anoka indicated they prefer to allow chairs to be placed starting after 

4 am the day of the parade. 

Other insights: people travel from outside the metro area to visit parade, people want to “keep Anoka 

fun,” respect private and public property rights, keep children safe and out of the parade route 
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Meeting Date February 16, 2016 
Agenda Section Council Business/Discussion Items 
Item Description Discussion; Riverplace Counseling Center 
Submitted By Carolyn Braun, Planning Director 
 

BACKGROUND INFORMATION 
 
South Ferry Street Study and Plan 
 
In 2011 and 2012, the City conducted a study of the South Ferry Street Corridor. Completed in July of 2012, the 
study identified a number of goals and associated projects within the corridor. Overall goals for the corridor 
included: 
 

• Improving the first impression of Anoka  
• Increasing pedestrian usage 
• Increasing use of the area as a recreational corridor with trails and access to the rivers 
• Increasing recognition and use of Peninsula Point Park 
• Increasing recognition as a historic resource corridor 

 
Since that time, the City has completed the following tasks related to the corridor plan: 
 

• Created a new overlay zoning district and standards for the corridor 
• Added parking to Peninsula Point Park 
• Acquired and demolished Carpenter’s Hall; improved site for area for area parking 
• Acquired, upgraded and leased the historic Woodbury House, now used as the Mad Hatter Tea Room 

and Restaurant 
 
In the last couple of months, based on Council direction and consistent with the South Ferry Street Plan, staff 
has been working with Riverplace Counseling Center on a plan to relocate that facility.  
 
Attached is a map that shows the existing location of the Riverplace Counseling Center properties, the sketch 
from the South Ferry Street Plan that proposes removal of the buildings and creation of open space, and a new 
sketch plan for this area recently developed by Geoff Martin of Kimley-Horn. Mr. Martin will also be at the 
worksession to present sketches showing how this area could look if the Riverplace buildings were removed.  

 
River Walk Concept Plan 
 
RIVERPLACE COUNSELING CENTER RELOCATION PROJECT 
 
The new Riverplace location, at 6058 Highway 10, would include an office building and five duplex residential 
units. (A site plan and elevations are included separately in your packet.) There is a great deal of detail for this 
project, all of which will be presented if the project moves forward.  

Financially, it is proposed that the City would acquire the existing Riverplace Counseling Center property on 
South Ferry Street for $2.950,000. Current construction plans place the cost of the new project construction at 
$3, 550,000. To bridge the gap, the owners of Riverplace, Dennis and Beverly Medved, will contribute their 
duplex property at 205 Fremont Street, valued at $200,000, to the project along with $400,000. In addition, any 
costs above $3,550,000 will be a project cost to the Medveds. The Medveds recently submitted a signed 
document to the city, affirming their contribution to the project. Mr. Bruce Maus, the city’s development 
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consultant who has been working on this project, will be at the meeting to answer questions about the proposed 
project. Also included in the packet is detailed information from Amcon, the contractor who has worked closely 
with Mr. Maus on project design. City Attorney Baumgartner will also be at the meeting to answer questions 
about the structure of the transaction and various legal documents required to complete this project.   

 

Attachments included: 

Location of existing South Ferry Street Riverplace Counseling Center properties 
Sketch from the South Ferry Street Plan 
New sketch of area where Riverplace properties are located  (Geoff Martin, Kimley-Horn) 
Site plan and building layout for new proposed Riverplace Counseling Center property 
Elevation sketch of new proposed Riverplace Counseling Center property 
Project design and cost information from Amcon  
 
 
FINANCIAL IMPACT 
 
Cost of acquisition - $2,950,000 
 
COUNCIL DIRECTION REQUESTED 
 
Direction to staff on whether to proceed with submission of development plans and creation of the various legal 
documents necessary for formal approval and acceptance of this project. 
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Existing Riverplace Properties
1806, 1814 & 1850 Ferry Street

±0 140 280
Feet

Map Created: February 10, 2016
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