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CHAPTER 20. HERITAGE PRESERVATION REGULATIONS 

 
ARTICLE III. Regulations for Heritage Preservation Districts, Sites or Structures. 
 
Section 20-60. Definitions.  For the purposes of this Chapter, the following words or phrases are defined as 

follows.  Words not defined in this Chapter shall have the meaning as found in Chapter 74 of the 
City Code, or if not defined, shall have their common meaning. 

 
 City.  Means the City of Anoka. 
 
 City Register.  Means a City maintained listing of City-designated Heritage Preservation District, 

Sites or Structures. 
 
 Commission.  Means the City of Anoka Heritage Preservation Commission. 
 
 Heritage Preservation District.  Means a contiguous collection or group of lands, parcels, sites, 

structures, buildings or objects that are determined to be historically, culturally, or architecturally 
significant as a whole and has been designated as a Heritage Preservation District pursuant to this 
Article. 

 
 Heritage Preservation Guidelines.  Means the established criteria by which any proposed changes, 

including architectural or site modifications, are judged for a Heritage Preservation District, site or 
structure. 

 
 Heritage Preservation Site.  Means any individual property, parcel, or place that has been 

determined to be historically, culturally, or architecturally significant and has been designated a 
Heritage Preservation Site pursuant to this Article. 

 
 Heritage Preservation Structure.  Means any building, structure, work of art, or other object that 

has been determined to be historically, culturally, or architecturally significant and has been 
designated as a Heritage Preservation Structure pursuant to this Article. 

 
 National Register of Historic Places.  Means the Nation’s official list of properties worthy of 

designation by the United States Department of the Interior, National Park Service. 
 
 Property Owner.  Means the record owner of real property located in the City of Anoka. 
 
Section 20-61. Purpose and Intent. 
 
 The purpose and intent of Heritage Preservation designation is to provide for the preservation of 

the buildings, lands, sites, and areas or neighborhoods that possess historical, cultural or 
architectural significance in the City. 

 
Section 20-62. City Designation of a Heritage Preservation Site. 
 
 (a) Designation. 
 

(1) The Commission or any person of voting age may nominate a site of the City 
Register with the written permission of the Property Owner of the site. 

 
(2) The Property Owner shall bear the responsibility of assuring the Commission 

that the designation will not have a detrimental impact upon any person or entity 
having a financial interest in the site. 

 
(3) An affirmative vote of a majority of the entire commission is necessary to 

recommend designation of a site. 
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  (b) Background Report. 
 

(1) Prior to recommending a site for City designation, an investigation and report on 
the historical and cultural significance of the site shall be completed by City 
staff and forwarded to the Commission. 

 
(2) The report shall contain the legal description of the site and shall note any 

projected or planned improvements for the site. 
 

(c) Criteria for Designation.  The Commission may recommend designation of a site only 
when, in its sole discretion, the property meets at least two of the following: 

 
(1) The site has character, interest, heritage or cultural characteristics, or value as 

part of the development of the City;  
 
   (2) The site was the location of a significant historical event; 
 

(3) The site is identified with a person or persons who have significantly contributed 
to the culture or development of the City; 

 
(4) The site’s unique location represents an established visual feature of a 

neighborhood or the community as a whole. 
 

(5) The site is identified with the work of a landscape architect whose individual 
work has influenced the development of the City of Anoka. 

 
(6) The site embodies elements of design, materials or craftsmanship that represent 

architectural innovation. 
 

(d) Hearing.  Upon receipt of the information required in Section 20-62 (a) and (b), the 
Commission shall hold a public hearing to consider designation.  At least ten (10) days 
prior to the hearing, the City shall (1) publish notice of said hearing in the official 
newspaper and (2) send a copy of the hearing notice to the Property Owner. 

 
(e) Recommendation to the City Council.  The Commission shall forward a complete report 

to the City Council, including the Commission’s recommendation, the criteria upon 
which any designation is being considered, the background report, proposed Heritage 
Preservation guidelines specific to the proposed site and minutes from the hearing. 

 
(f) City Council Action.  The City Council may, by ordinance, designate the site as a 

Heritage Preservation site or the Council may deny the designation.  The City Council 
shall include written findings in support of their decision. 

 
Section 20-63. City Designation of a Heritage Preservation Structure. 
 
  (a) Designation. 
 

(1) The Commission or any person of voting age may nominate a structure to the 
City Register with the written permission of the Property Owner of the structure. 

 
(2) The Property Owner and the owner of the structure shall bear the responsibility 

of assuring the Commission that the designation will not have a detrimental 
impact upon any person or entity having a financial interest in the structure. 

 
(3) An affirmative vote of a majority of the entire Commission is necessary to 

recommend designation of a structure. 
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  (b) Background Report. 
 

(1) Prior to recommending a structure for City designation, an investigation and 
report on the historical, cultural and architectural significance of the structure 
shall be completed by City staff and forwarded to the Commission. 

 
(2) The report shall contain the legal description of the site on which the structure is 

located and shall note any projected or planned improvements to the structure. 
 

(c) Criteria for Designation.  The Commission may recommend designation of a structure 
only when, in its sole discretion, the structure meets at least two of the following: 

 
(1) The structure embodies a distinguishing characteristic of an architectural type;  

 
(2) The structure is identified with the work of an architect or master building 

whose individual work has influenced the development of the City; 
 
(3) The structure embodies elements of architectural design, detail, materials, or 

craftsmanship that represents significant architectural innovation; 
 
(4) The structure was constructed prior to 1930; 
 
(5) The structure has character, interest or value as a part of the development, 

heritage or cultural characteristics of the City of Anoka; 
 
(6) The structure was the location of a significant historical event; 
 
(7) The structure is identified with a person or persons who significantly contributed 

to the culture of the development of the City of Anoka; and 
 
(8) The structure’s unique location or singular physical characteristics represent an 

established and familiar visual feature of a neighborhood, community or the City 
as a whole. 

 
(d) Hearing.  Upon receipt of the information required in Section 20-63, the Commission 

shall hold a public hearing to consider designation.  At least ten (10) days prior to the 
hearing, the City shall (1) publish notice of said hearing in the official newspaper and (2) 
send a copy of the hearing notice to the Property Owner and owner of the structure. 

 
(e) Recommendation to the City Council.  The Commission shall forward a complete report 

to the City Council, including the Commission’s recommendation, the criteria upon 
which any designation is being considered, the background report, proposed Heritage 
Preservation guidelines specific to the proposed structure and minutes from the hearing. 

 
(f) City Council Action.  The City Council may, by ordinance, designate the structure as a 

Heritage Preservation structure or the Council may deny the designation.  The City 
Council shall include written findings in support of their decision. 

 
Section 20-64. City Designation of a Heritage Preservation District (HPD). 
 
  (a) Establishment of a Heritage Preservation District. 
 

(1) Designation of a HPD establishes a special overlay district that will be identified 
on the City’s zoning map. 

 
(2) Designation of land as a HPD shall not change or affect, in any way, the uses 

allowed or the restrictions then or thereafter applicable to the land under any 
other zoning classification in which the land is then or thereafter located. 
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(3) All of the underlying zoning district regulations shall continue to apply to the 

land within an HPD. 
 
(4) Additional restrictions may also apply to land within an HPD as a result of 

designation. 
 

(b) Designation.  Before land may be considered for designation of an HPD district, the 
Commission must receive a petition bearing the signatures of a majority of Property 
Owners within the proposed district. 

 
(c) Background Report. 
 

(1) Prior to recommending a district for City designation, an investigation and 
report on the historical, cultural, and architectural significance of the district 
shall be completed by City staff and forwarded to the Commission. The report 
shall provide information on the historical significance of buildings, structures, 
sites or objects within the proposed district. 

 
(2) The report shall recommend the boundaries of the proposed district and shall 

include the legal descriptions of all properties to be included in the district. 
 
(3) All recommendations shall be made in consideration of any master plans, zoning 

requirements, projected public improvements, and existing or proposed 
redevelopment applicable to the properties under consideration for designation. 

 
(d) Criteria for Designation. The Commission may recommend designation of an HPD only 

when, in its sole discretion, the property or properties within the proposed district meet at 
least two (2) of the following criteria: 

 
(1) The district has character, interest or value as a part of the development, 

heritage, or cultural characteristics of the City; 
 
(2) The district's location was a site of a significant historical event; 
 
(3) The district is identified with a person or persons who have significantly 

contributed to the culture or development of the City; 
 
(4) The district embodies a distinguishing characteristic of an architectural type; 
 
(5) The district is identified with the work of an architect or master builder whose 

individual work has influenced the development of the City; 
 
(6) The district embodies architectural design, detail, materials or craftsmanship 

that represents significant architectural innovation; 
 
(7) The district's unique location or singular physical characteristics represent an 

established and visual feature of a neighborhood or the City as a whole. 
 

(e) Hearing. Upon receipt of the information required in Section 20-65, (b) and (c), the 
Commission shall hold a public hearing to consider designation. At least ten (10) days 
prior to the hearing, the City shall: (1) publish notice of said hearing in the official 
newspaper and (2) send a copy of the hearing notice to all of the Property Owners within 
the proposed district. 

 
(f) Recommendation to the City Council. The Commission shall forward a complete report 

to the City Council, including the Commission's recommendation, the criteria upon 
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which any designation is being considered, the background report, proposed Heritage 
Preservation guidelines specific to the proposed district and minutes from the hearing. 

 
(g) City Council Action. The City Council may, by ordinance, designate the proposed site as 

a Heritage Preservation District or may deny the designation. The City Council shall 
include written findings in support of their decision. 

 
Section 20-65. Review & Approval. 
 

(a) Additional Review Required.  Review of proposed construction affecting designated 
sites, structures or districts shall be required in the following situations: 

 
(1) When proposed work is inconsistent with the approved guidelines for the site, 

structure or district; or 
 
 (2) When moving a building into the district. 
 
(b) Process for Approval.  Requests for approval of projects under subsection (a) of this 

section shall be accompanied by three (3) copies of detailed plans for the proposed 
construction, including a site plan showing the location of structures on the site and the 
location of the new construction, building elevations, and design details and materials 
as necessary to evaluate the request. The application shall be submitted to the 
appropriate staff who, within fifteen (15) business days of submission, shall determine 
whether the submission is complete. If incomplete, the applicant will be notified with 
instructions for completing the application.  If complete, staff shall forward the 
application to the Commission for review, consideration and recommendations to the 
City Council. 

 
The Building Official shall not issue any permits related to an application for 
construction within a designated Heritage Preservation District or on a designated site 
or structure until the request has been approved by the appropriate staff, based on 
compliance with this Chapter. 

 
(c) Review Criteria. When considering requests under this Section and in making its 

recommendations to the City Council, the Commission shall make reasonable attempts 
to: 

 
(1) Provide a compatible use for a property that requires minimal alteration of the 

building, structure, or site and its environment. If no compatible use can be 
found, adaptive reuse may be considered in lieu of demolition. 

 
(2) Keep the distinguishing original qualities or character of a building, structure 

or site and its environment. 
 
(3) Avoid the removal or alteration of any historic material or distinctive 

architectural features where possible. 
 
(4) Treat distinctive stylistic features or examples of skilled craftsmanship that 

characterize a building, structure, or site with sensitivity. If no discernible 
architectural style is present, a building exterior may emulate or compliment 
other prevailing styles in the district. 

 
(5) Repair deteriorated architectural features if possible. In the event replacement 

is necessary, the new material should match the material being replaced in 
composition, design, color, texture, and other visual qualities.   

 
(6) Require that surface cleaning of structures be undertaken with the least abrasive 

means possible. Sandblasting and other cleaning methods that will damage 
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historic building materials shall not be undertaken absent extreme 
circumstances and prior City Council approval.   

 
(7) Permit contemporary designs for alterations and additions to existing properties 

when such alterations and additions do not destroy historical, architectural or 
cultural material, and such design is compatible with the size, scale, color, 
material, and character of the property, neighborhood or environment.   

 
(8) Protect the essential form and integrity of the primary structure.   
 
(9) Protect and preserve archeological resources affected by, or adjacent to any 

project.   
 
(10) Retain the original exterior walls or surface of buildings and structures to the 

maximum extent possible. In no case shall more than fifty percent (50%) of the 
original exterior walls be destroyed, removed or covered. 

 
(d) Commission Review. The Commission shall determine if the work to be performed 

would adversely affect the Heritage Preservation District, site or structure based on the 
criteria set forth in subsection (c) of this Section. The Commission shall make and 
forward written findings to the City Council in support of their recommendation for 
either approval or disapproval. 

 
(e) City Council Action. Upon receipt of a recommendation from the Commission, the City 

Council shall consider the application at its next available meeting and shall approve or 
deny the request by resolution.  The Council shall make written finding in support of 
their decision. 

 
Section 20-66. Emergency Repairs.  In emergency situations where repair is needed to protect the safety of 

a structure and its inhabitants, the Building Official, in consultation with other appropriate 
staff, may, without Commission action, approve the repair of only those items needed to 
insure safety.  If a permit is issued pursuant to this Section, the Building Official shall require 
that such repairs be made in conformance with the recommended standards of historic 
preservation as set forth in this Article and adopted Heritage Preservation Guidelines, to the 
extent possible.  In addition, staff shall notify the Commission of such action and specify the 
facts or conditions constituting the emergency situation. 

 
Section 20-67. Exception.  The regulations of this Article do not apply to the Historic Downtown Core 

District as identified in Article II of this Chapter. 
 
Section 20-68. Penalty for Violations.  Any Property Owner, owner, or occupant of any area, place, 

building, structure, or other object within a locally designated Heritage Preservation Dsitrict, 
or a designated site, or of a designated structure, who violates any provision of this Article, 
shall, upon conviction, be guilty of a misdemeanor.  Each day the subject property is in 
violation of this Article shall constitute a separate violation and may be punishable as such.  
The imposition of penalties herein prescribed shall not prevent the City from taking 
appropriate action or proceeding to prevent unlawful alteration of a building, structure, site or 
district.  Such action may include any civil remedy including injunction, restraining order, 
declaratory action, civil enforcement action, or nuisance abatement action under State Law or 
Cit ordinance. 

 
Section 20-69. City Register.  The office of the City Clerk shall record the legal descriptions of all 

designated site, structures or districts within the City. 
 
Section 20-70. District Court Appeals.  Any Property Owner or owner of a structure aggrieved by a 

decision of the City Council under this Article may file an appeal with the Anoka County 
District Court.  No appeal shall be effective unless it is served within sixty (60) days from the 
decision of the City Council. 
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Section 20-71. Incentives and Tools.  In furtherance of the City’s Heritage Preservation goals, the 

Commission may” 
 

(a) Develop and promote the use of incentives and/or tools to encourage preservation, 
i.e. façade easements. 

 
(b) Work with the Economic Development Commission and the Housing & 

Redevelopment Authority to identify programs and incentives for City-designated 
heritage preservation properties. 

 
(c) Encourage property owners to consider listing their property on the National Register 

of Historic Places. 
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