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CHAPTER 20. HERITAGE PRESERVATION REGULATIONS 

 
ARTICLE II.  Regulations for Historic Downtown Core District. 
 
Section 20-40.  Purpose and Intent. 
 

(a) Purpose.  The purpose of this Article is to protect the integrity and historic turn-
of-the-century character of the Historic Downtown Core District. 

 
(b) Intent.  It is intended that the regulations contained in this Article will assist in 

maintaining the historic character of this district while allowing for normal 
maintenance and repair of commercial structures. 

 
Section 20-41.  Area of Application. 
 

The Historic Downtown Core District, as shown on the map at the end of this Article, is 
part of the area identified by the Heritage Preservation Commission as Historic District 5.  
The regulations shall apply to commercial buildings within the bounded area identified as 
well as both sides of Third Avenue as contained in the Core District. 

 
Section 20-42. Exterior Materials Standards for Construction, Remodeling, Repair and/or 

Maintenance of Commercial Buildings within the District. 
 

(a) Infill Buildings.  An infill building façade shall be composed of materials that 
are similar to original adjacent facades.  New buildings shall not stand out 
against other buildings in the district and shall be compatible with the general 
area.  Site plan approvals for new commercial buildings in this district will be 
reviewed by the Planning Director or their designee for consistency and the 
preservation guidelines promulgated for Historic District 5. 

 
(b) Materials.  The use of brick, stone, decorative masonry, or other similar 

materials is required on new or existing building façades that can be viewed 
from a public street, not including an alley. 

 
(c) Color texture, and style schemes.  All exterior finish colors shall be consistent 

with the period colors as identified on the color palettes on file with the Planning 
Department.  All exterior textures and styles for existing buildings shall be 
consistent with the period of construction of the building. 

 
(d) Repair and Maintenance of Masonry Surfaces.  New mortar joints shall match 

the style, size, composition and color of the original joints. 
 

(e) Removal and replacement of exterior materials.  Where existing exterior 
materials do not meet requirements of this Article, the same or significantly 
similar material may be used to replace or repair the façade, except when a total 
or combination of at least 50% or more of the façade is removed for any reason 
within an 18 month period, the entire façade must comply with requirements of 
this Article. 

 
Section 20-43.  Approval Process. 
 

(a) Application.  Plans for exterior work on commercial buildings located in this 
district, including construction renovations, remodeling, alterations, 
rehabilitation, maintenance, repair and painting, shall be submitted to the 
Planning Director or the Director’s designee for review and approval. 
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(b) Appeals.  A person may appeal the decision by the Planning Director or the 

Director’s designee and request review by the Heritage Preservation 
Commission, Planning Commission and City Council.  The appeal process shall 
be as follows: 

 
(1) An appeal must be submitted in writing to the Planning Department 

explaining the reasons for the appeal, detail of the proposed material, 
and any other information deemed pertinent.  A fee for said appeal, as 
established by the City Council, shall also be paid at the time the 
written appeal is submitted to the Planning Department. 

 
(2) The Planning Department shall then present the appeal to the Heritage 

Preservation Commission who shall hold a public hearing.  All 
property owners within the Historic Downtown Core District shall be 
notified of the hearing by mail and official notice shall be posted in the 
City’s official newspaper ten (10) days prior to the hearing.  The 
Heritage Preservation Commission shall make a recommendation to the 
City Council based on the following findings: 

 
(a) The proposed design or material is consistent with the 

purposes of this Article. 
 

(b) The proposed design or material would enhance the 
architectural appearance of the building, and would be equal 
or superior to designs or materials permitted by this Article. 

 
(c) The proposed design or material would be in harmony with 

the character of adjacent buildings and the surrounding 
district. 

 
(3) The Planning Commission shall make a recommendation to the City 

Council based on the criteria listed in subpart (b) (2).  No public 
hearing is required by the Planning Commission.  The Planning 
Commission may make their recommendation before or after the public 
hearing is held by the Heritage Preservation Commission. 

 
(4) The City Council shall make a final determination on the appeal based 

on the criteria listed in subpart (b) (2); recommendation of Heritage 
Preservation Commission and/or recommendation of the Planning 
Commission. 

 
Sections 20-44 thru 20-59.  Reserved. 
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