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REGULAR MEETING OF THE ANOKA CITY COUNCIL 
ANOKA CITY HALL 

CITY COUNCIL CHAMBERS 
SEPTEMBER 19, 2016 

 
1. CALL TO ORDER 
 

Mayor Rice called the meeting to order at 7:03 p.m., followed by the Pledge of 
Allegiance. 

 
2. ROLL CALL 
 

Present at roll call:  Mayor Rice, Councilmembers Anderson, Freeburg, Schmidt, and 
Weaver. 
 
Staff present:  City Manager Greg Lee; Deputy Community Development Director Doug 
Borglund; Police Chief Phil Johanson; Public Works Superintendent Mark Anderson; 
City Attorney Scott Baumgartner. 
 
Absent at roll call:  None. 

 
3. COUNCIL MINUTES 
 

3.1 Minutes of September 6, 2016, Regular Meeting.  
Motion by Councilmember Anderson, seconded by Councilmember Freeburg, to 
waive the reading and approve the September 6, 2016, Regular Meeting minutes. 
 
Vote taken.  All ayes.  Motion carried. 
  

4. OPEN FORUM 
 

4.1 Downtown Security/City-Wide Activity. 
Police Chief Phil Johanson updated the Council on items related to downtown 
security and other City-wide activity, stating the police have made a number of 
arrests for being in City parks after hours, trespassing, and loitering.  He said the 
City has installed additional no loitering signs and noted the new drug 
paraphernalia ordinance is now effect.  Chief Johanson shared how the City’s two 
licensed smoke shops have removed items considered as paraphernalia and 
currently in compliance and noted Redrum is for the moment closed.   
 
Councilmember Weaver thanked everyone involved in this concentrated effort as 
it is making an impact. 
 
Jen Schumacher, Anoka, complimented the City on the increased security efforts 
and thanked the Police Chief and Captain for listening to citizen concerns and 
working to make our community safer. 
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4.2 First-Day-of-Issue and Jack-o’-Lantern Forever Stamp Dedication Ceremony. 

John Freeburg, Anoka, updated the Council on the First-Day-of-Issue and Jack-
o’-Lantern Forever® Stamp Dedication Ceremony which will take place on 
Thursday, September 29, 2016, at City Hall River Plaza. He shared that the grand 
event, which is open to the public, will start with a parade of local kindergarten 
students in Halloween costumes across the stage, band students from Anoka High 
School will perform the National Anthem, and the Anoka American Legion 
Edward B. Cutter Post 102 will present Colors.  Mr. Freeburg shared a copy of a 
letter from 1938 celebrating National Air Mail Week and invited everyone to 
attend. 
 
Councilmember Freeburg complimented Mr. Freeburg for getting this event in 
Anoka as other cities around the country were vying for this honor. 
 

5. PUBLIC HEARING(S) 
 

5.1 Minnesota Investment Program Hearing. 
 
Deputy Community Development Director Doug Borglund shared a staff report 
with background information to the Council stating Federal Cartridge Company, a 
subsidiary of Vista Outdoors Inc., has been planning significant improvements at 
its Federal Cartridge Plant in the City of Anoka. Federal Cartridge Company has 
been working with the Minnesota Department of Trade and Economic 
Development (MN DEED) and was made aware that MN DEED is supporting the 
improvements for their existing plant and job creation efforts and as a result has 
offered assistance which requires City involvement.   
 
Councilmember Schmidt commented these funds are quite competitive to obtain 
and asked how much the grant totals will be.  Mr. Borglund agreed a number of 
cities and companies work to obtain these funds and while they are not sure of the 
final amounts yet he will share more when finalized.  
 
Mayor Rice opened the public hearing at 7:20 p.m.   
 
Ryan Bronson, Director of Conservation and Public Policy for Vista Outdoor, 
gave a presentation on Vista Outdoor and outlined their proposed expansion 
plans.  He thanked the City for their support. 
 
Councilmember Schmidt shared that his new grandson was named after the Olan 
Foundation in Anoka.  Mr. Bronson said Olan Brass is one of their largest 
material providers. 
Mayor Rice said he is proud of Federal Cartridge’s community involvement in 
Anoka.   
 
Being no further comments Mayor Rice closed the public hearing at 7:38 p.m. 



September 19, 2016 (Regular) 
Page 3 of 7 

 
NOTE: By motion from Councilmember Anderson, which was seconded by 
Councilmember Weaver, and by a unanimous vote of the Council, agenda item 9.1 was 
moved up on the agenda and acted upon at this point.   

 
 RESOLUTION 

 
Motion by Councilmember Weaver, seconded by Councilmember Freeburg, to 
adopt a resolution relating to the Minnesota Investment Program (Federal 
Cartridge Company). 
 
Upon a roll call vote: Mayor Rice, Councilmembers Anderson, Freeburg, 
Schmidt, and Weaver voted in favor.  Motion carried. 
 

 RESOLUTION 
 
Motion by Councilmember Weaver, seconded by Councilmember Anderson, to 
adopt a resolution regarding the support of a job creation fund application in 
connection with Federal Cartridge Company. 
 
Upon a roll call vote: Mayor Rice, Councilmembers Anderson, Freeburg, 
Schmidt, and Weaver voted in favor.  Motion carried. 
 

6. CONSENT AGENDA 
 

Motion by Councilmember Schmidt, seconded by Councilmember Freeburg, to approve 
Consent Agenda 6.1 through 6.10. 

  
6.1 Approved Verified Bills. 

 
6.2 Revising and Setting Council Calendars.  
 
6.3 Issuance of Temporary On-Sale Liquor License; Church of St. Stephen; Fall Fest 

for Education, October 8, 2016. 
6.4 Recommended Approval of an LG220 Gambling Permit; Church of St. Stephen, 

Fall Fest for Education. 
 
6.5 Issuance of a Massage License; Marie Forrest at Ackerman Acupuncture. 
 
6.6 Issuance of a Massage License; Misty Clapp at Herbal Health. 
 
6.7 Issuance of a Massage License; Candice Ellis at Herbal Health. 
6.8 Issuance of a Massage License; Virginia Hillyer at Anoka Massage and Pain 

Therapy. 
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6.9 Issuance of a Temporary On-Sale Liquor License; Better Values Liquor, 
Halloween Wine Tasting. 

 
6.10 Issuance of a Temporary On-Sale Liquor License; Anoka Lions Club, Halloween 

Tent Event. 
 

Vote taken.  All ayes.  Motion carried.  
 

7.      REPORTS OF OFFICERS, BOARDS AND COMMITTEES 
 

None. 
 

8. PETITIONS, REQUESTS AND COMMUNICATION 
 

None. 
 

9. ORDINANCES AND RESOLUTIONS 
 

9.1 RES/Minnesota Investment Program.  
 ACTED UPON AFTER THE PUBLIC HEARING 

 
RES/Regarding Support of a Job Creation Fund Application in Connection with 
Federal Cartridge Company.  
ACTED UPON AFTER THE PUBLIC HEARING 

 
9.2 ORD/Amending 2016 Master Fee Schedule; Parade Seats and Zoning/Street 

Maps.  (2nd Reading) 
ORDINANCE 
 
City Manager Greg Lee shared a staff report with background information to the 
Council stating Public Services staff has created a parade seating program for the 
Halloween Parade to help meet the seating needs of spectators for the Grand Day 
Parade.  He said the City will be selling a limited number of tickets for bleacher 
seating that will be placed in two locations on the parade route: the north side of 
Main Street at First Avenue and on the south side of Main Street at Third Avenue. 
Mr. Lee noted the proposed ordinance also includes amendments to the fee 
schedule for zoning maps and that no changes have occurred since first reading. 
 
Motion by Councilmember Anderson, seconded by Councilmember Freeburg, to 
hold second reading and adopt an ordinance amending the Master Fee Schedule. 
 
Upon a roll call vote: Mayor Rice, Councilmembers Anderson, Freeburg, 
Schmidt, and Weaver voted in favor.  Motion carried. 

 
9.3 RES/Designation of Snowmobile Operation Locations in the City of Anoka.  
 RESOLUTION  
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Public Works Superintendent Mark Anderson shared a staff report with 
background information to the Council stating in 2008, the Council adopted 
amendments to Section 62-67 of the City Code that provided for exceptions to the 
snowmobile operation prohibition and that staff is requesting Council consider 
designating the following areas as authorized snowmobile operation locations in 
the City of Anoka: 
 

• Freeburg Landing on the Rum River to the Snowmobile Corral (snowmobile 
parking only) north of Anoka City Hall and west of 2nd Ave. 
• Both sides of Anoka County Highway 116 Right-of-Way (aka Bunker Lk 
Blvd) between the Rum River and Anoka County Hwy 7 (aka 7th Ave). 
• The west side (only) of Anoka County Hwy 7 (aka 7th Ave) from Anoka 
County Hwy 116 (aka Bunker Lk Blvd) to the northern City border 
• The City of Anoka parking lot immediately east of the Grey Ghost Soccer 
Fields (to be used as a trailhead for vehicle/trailer parking). 

 
Councilmember Weaver thanked retired Ramsey Police Chief Way for starting 
this enthusiasm and Anoka High School student Charlie Germinaro for bringing 
this idea forward. 
 
Motion by Councilmember Weaver, seconded by Councilmember Freeburg, to 
adopt a resolution designating authorized snowmobile operation location(s) in the 
City of Anoka. 
 
Councilmember Freeburg said he is proud that Anoka allows activities such as 
include duck and deer hunting, snowmobile corrals, horseback riding, and now 
snowmobiling. 
 
Upon a roll call vote: Mayor Rice, Councilmembers Anderson, Freeburg, 
Schmidt, and Weaver voted in favor.  Motion carried. 
 
Councilmember Weaver asked that Mr. Germinaro share a photo of his first time 
riding to school for the City’s Facebook page. 
 

10. UNFINISHED BUSINESS  
 
None.  

 
11. NEW BUSINESS 
 

11.1 Issuance of Special Events License; Church of St. Stephen, Fall Fest for 
Education. 
 
Mr. Lee shared a staff report with background information to the Council stating 
the Church of St. Stephen’s has applied for an Annual Special Events license for a 



September 19, 2016 (Regular) 
Page 6 of 7 

new event they would like to hold entitled “Fall Fest for Education.” The purpose 
of the event is to raise money for school/parish operations.  Mr. Lee said the 
Church is not requesting any closures of streets and the event will be held in their 
own parking lot and within the school building.  In addition to their planned beer 
sales and raffle, they will have music, bean bag toss, and a kid’s carnival inside 
the gymnasium and will sell chili.  The event would be held on Saturday, October 
8, 2016, from 5:00 p.m. until 10:00 p.m. and they expect an estimated 100 persons 
to attend. This is planned to be an annual event for them. 
 
Motion by Councilmember Freeburg, seconded by Councilmember Anderson, to 
approve issuance of special events license; Church of St. Stephen, Fall Fest for 
Education. 
 
Vote taken.  All ayes.  Motion carried. 
 

11.2 Issuance of Special Events License; Anoka Lions Club; Halloween Celebration. 
 
Mr. Lee shared a staff report with background information to the Council stating 
earlier this year, the City was notified by Anoka Halloween that they would not 
be sponsoring the annual Halloween Tent activities. During that meeting, Anoka 
Lions expressed an interest in obtaining the Special Events License to sponsor the 
annual Halloween tent experience.  Mr. Lee said staff met with Vicki Violet and 
Tom Blaska of the Anoka Lion Club who have developed an event schedule, 
branding the event as Anoka Lions Halloween Tent Event. 
 
Vicki Violet, Anoka Lions Club, thanked Mr. Lee for finding this new location.  
She explained the event will include beer, wine, food court, bands, and BOB FM.  
Ms. Violet said they anticipate 1,100 attending on Friday evening and 1,400 on 
Saturday but will ensure that they still meet the tent capacity requirements.   
 
Councilmember Anderson inquired about the new location.  Ms. Violet said the 
vent will be held in the newly-formed parking lot outside City Hall and will be the 
first event ever held there.  She complimented City staff for their work on this 
license, particularly City Clerk Oehlers for walking them through this process.  
She noted Sunday will include a family event such as bingo and other games 
offered by the Lions Leos group. 
 
Councilmember Weaver asked if the wine tasting will include food offerings.  Ms. 
Violet said she is not sure as the wine tasting is being hosted by the Chamber of 
Commerce and Anoka Halloween. 
 
Councilmember Freeburg thanked the Lions for taking over this event. 
 
Motion by Councilmember Weaver, seconded by Councilmember Schmidt, to 
approve issuance of special events license; Anoka Lions Club; Halloween 
Celebration. 
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Vote taken.  All ayes.  Motion carried. 
 

12. UPDATES AND REPORTS 
 

12.1 Tentative Agenda(s). 
 

The Council reviewed the tentative agendas of the upcoming Council meetings. 
 
 12.2 Staff and Council Input. 

 
Councilmember Anderson announced the Youth First Taste of Community event 
on Thursday, October 6 at 5:30 p.m. and encouraged people to attend. 
 
Councilmember Freeburg inquired about the need to reseed Bonnell Park since 
rain washed parts of the park away.  Mr. Lee said the contractor is responsible for 
ensuring any areas are taken care of and will contact them to reseed. 

 
13. ADJOURNMENT 

 
Councilmember Freeburg, made a motion to adjourn the Regular Council meeting.  
Councilmember Anderson, seconded the motion. 
 
Vote taken.  All ayes.  Motion carried. 
 
Time of adjournment:  8:03 p.m. 

Submitted by:  Cathy Sorensen, TimeSaver Off Site Secretarial, Inc. 

Approval Attestation: 
  
Amy T. Oehlers, City Clerk 


