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CHAPTER 22. LICENSING; BUSINESSES & SERVICES 

 
ARTICLE XII.  Adult Establishments
 
Section 22-520.  Findings.   
 

The Minnesota Attorney General, the American Planning Association, and cities such as 
St. Paul and Minneapolis, Minnesota; Indianapolis, Indiana; Cleveland and Bradley 
County, Tennessee; Phoenix, Arizona; Austin, Texas; Toledo, Ohio; Bellevue, 
Washington; St. Croix County, Wisconsin; Kansas City, Missouri; and Newport News, 
Virginia, have studied the impacts that adult establishments have in those communities. 
These studies concluded that adult establishments have adverse impact on the 
surrounding neighborhoods. Those impacts include increased crime rates, lower property 
values, increased transiency, neighborhood blight and potential health risks. Based on 
research and review of these studies, the City Council makes the following findings:  

 
(a) Adult establishments have adverse secondary impacts of the types set forth 

above. 
 
(b) The adverse impacts caused by adult establishments tend to diminish if adult 

establishments are governed by locational requirements, licensing requirements 
and health requirements.   

 
(c) It is not the intent of the City Council to prohibit adult establishments from 

having a reasonable opportunity to locate in the City.  
 
(d) Minnesota Statutes, § 462.357, allows the City to adopt regulations to promote 

the public health, safety, morals and general welfare. 
 
(e) The public health, safety, morals and general welfare will be promoted by the 

City adopting regulations governing adult establishments.   
 
(f) Adult establishments can contribute to an increase in criminal activity in the area 

in which such businesses are located, taxing City crime-prevention programs 
and law enforcement services.   

 
(g) Adult establishments can be used as fronts for prostitution and other criminal 

activity. The experience of other cites indicates that the proper management and 
operation of such businesses can, however, minimize the risk, provided the 
owners and operators of such facilities are regulated by licensing or other 
procedures.   

 
(h) Adult establishments can increase the risk of exposure to communicable 

diseases including, but not limited to, Acquired Immune Deficiency Syndrome 
(AIDS) for which currently there is no cure. Experiences of other cities 
indicated that such businesses can facilitate the spread of communicable 
diseases by virtue of the design and use of the premises, thereby endangering not 
only the patrons of such establishments but also the general public. 

 
(i) Adult establishments can cause or contribute to public health problems by the 

presence of live adult entertainment in conjunction with food and/or drink on the 
same premises. 

 
(j) The risk of criminal activity and/or public health problems can be minimized 

through a licensing and regulatory scheme as prescribed herein. 
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Section 22-521.  Purpose.  
 

It is the purpose of this Ordinance to regulate Adult Establishments to promote the health, 
safety, morals and general welfare of the citizens of the City and to establish reasonable 
and uniform regulations to: 

 
(a) Prevent additional criminal activity within the City;  
 
(b) Prevent deterioration of neighborhoods and its consequent adverse effect on real 

estate values of properties within the neighborhood; 
 
(c) Locate adult establishments away from residential areas, schools, churches, 

libraries, parks and playgrounds; and 
 
(d) Prevent concentration of adult establishments within certain areas of the City. 

 
Section 22-522.  Content-Neutral Regulation. 
 

The provisions of this Chapter have neither the purpose nor effect of imposing a 
limitation or restriction on the content of any communicative materials, including adult 
oriented materials. Similarly, it is neither the intent nor effect of this Ordinance to restrict 
or deny access by adults to adult-oriented materials protected by the First Amendment or 
to deny access by distributors and exhibitors of adult-oriented entertainment to their 
intended market. 

 
Section 22-523.  Definitions.  
 

For purposes of this Chapter, the following terms have the following meanings: 
 
(a) Adult Establishment. A business engaged in any of the following activities or 

which utilizes any of the following business procedures or practices: 
 

(1) Any business that has (a) at least twenty percent (20%) of its inventory, 
stock and trade or publicly displayed merchandise, or (b) at least 
twenty percent (20%) of the floor area of the business (not including 
storerooms, stock areas, bathrooms, basements or any portion of the 
business not open to the public) devoted to items, merchandise or other 
materials distinguished or characterized by an emphasis on material 
depicting, exposing, describing, discussing or relating to specified 
sexual activities or specified anatomical areas; or  

 
(2) Any adult use as defined in Section 44-4 (b). 

 
(b) Adult Use. An adult use is any of the activities and businesses described below: 
 

(1) Adult Body Painting Studio. An establishment or business, other than a 
massage parlor licensed under City Code that provides the service of 
applying paint or other substance, whether transparent or non-
transparent, to the body of a patron when such person is wholly or 
partially nude in terms of “specified anatomical areas”. 

 
(2) Adult Bookstore. An establishment or business used for barter, rental or 

sale of items consisting of printed matter, pictures, slides, records, 
audio tape, videotape, motion picture film, or other visual media if (a) 
at least twenty percent (20%) of the inventory, stock, and trade or 
publicly displayed merchandise or (b) at least twenty percent (20%) of 
the floor area of the business (not including storerooms, stock areas, 
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bathrooms, basements or any portion of the business not open to the 
public) is devoted to items, merchandise or other material distinguished 
or characterized by an emphasis on the depiction or description of 
“specified sexual activities” or “specified anatomical areas.” 

 
(3) Adult Car Wash. A wash facility for any type of motor vehicle that 

allows employees, agents, independent contractors or persons to appear 
in a state of partial or total nudity in terms of “specified anatomical 
areas.” 

 
(4) Adult Cabaret. A business or establishment that provides dancing or 

other live entertainment to patrons if the dancing and live entertainment 
is distinguished or characterized by an emphasis on the presentation, 
display, or depiction of “specified sexual activities” or “specified 
anatomical areas”. 

 
(5) Adult Companionship Establishment. A business or establishment that 

provides the service of engaging in or listening to conversation, talk, or 
discussion between an employee of the establishment and a customer, if 
such service is distinguished or characterized by an emphasis on 
“specified sexual activities” or “specified anatomical areas.” 

 
(6) Adult Conversation/Rap Parlor. A business or establishment that 

provides the services of engaging in or listening to conversation, talk, 
or discussion if such service is distinguished or characterized by an 
emphasis on “specified sexual activities” or “specified anatomical 
areas.” 

 
(7) Adult Entertainment Facility. A building or space in which an 

admission is charged for the entrance, or food or non-alcoholic 
beverages are sold or intended for consumption, and in which may be 
observed live presentations of entertainment distinguished by an 
emphasis on matter depicting, describing or relating to “specified 
sexual activities” or “specified anatomical areas.” 

 
(8) Adult Health/Sport Club. A health/sport club that is distinguished or 

characterized by an emphasis on “specified sexual activities” or 
“specified anatomical areas.” 

 
(9) Adult Hotel or Motel. A hotel or motel that presents material 

distinguished or characterized by an emphasis on matter depicting, 
describing or relating to “specified sexual activities” or “specified 
anatomical areas.” 

 
(10) Adult Massage Parlor, Health Club. A massage parlor or health club 

that provides the services of massage, if such service is distinguished or 
characterized by an emphasis on “specified sexual activities” or 
“specified anatomical areas.” 

 
(11) Adult Mini-Motion Picture Theater. A business or establishment with a 

capacity for less than fifty (50) persons used for presenting material if 
such material is distinguished or characterized by an emphasis on 
matter depicting, describing or relating to “specified sexual activities” 
or “specified anatomical areas.” 

 
(12) Adult Modeling Studio. A business or establishment that provides 

customers figure models who are so provided with the intent of 
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providing sexual stimulation or sexual gratification to such customers 
and who engage in “specified sexual activities” or display “specified 
anatomical areas” while being observed, painted, painted upon, 
sketches, drawn, sculptured, photographed, or otherwise depicted by 
such customers. 

 
(13) Adult Motion Picture Arcade. Any place to which the public is 

permitted or invited where coin or slug-operat4ed or electronically, 
electrically or mechanically controlled or operated still or motion 
picture machines, projectors or other image-producing devices are 
maintained to show images to five (5) or fewer persons per machine at 
any one time, and where the images so displayed are distinguished or 
characterized by an emphasis on depicting or describing “specified 
sexual activities” or “specified anatomical areas.” 

 
(14) Adult Motion Picture Theater. A motion picture theater with a capacity 

of fifty (50) or more persons that as a prevailing practice presents 
materials distinguished or characterized by an emphasis on “specified 
sexual activities” or “specified anatomical areas” for observation by 
patrons. 

 
(15) Adult Novelty Business. A business or establishment that has (a) at 

least twenty  (20%) of its inventory, stock and trade or publicly 
displayed merchandise, or (b) at least twenty percent (20%) of the floor 
area of the business (not including storerooms, stock areas, bathrooms, 
basement or any portion of the business not open to the public) devoted 
to items, merchandise or other material or devices which stimulate 
human genitals or devices which are designed for sexual stimulation. 

 
(16) Adult Sauna. A business or establishment that provides a steam bath or 

heated bathing room used for the purpose of bathing, relaxation or 
reducing, utilizing steam or hot air as a cleaning, relaxing or reducing 
agent if the service provided by the steam room/bathhouse facility is 
distinguished or characterized by an emphasis on “specified sexual 
activities” or “specified anatomical areas.”  

 
(c) Daycare Facility.  A facility holding a license from Anoka County or the State 

of Minnesota under Minnesota Statutes 245A and/or Minnesota Rules Chapter 
9502 or Chapter 9503, as amended. 

 
(d) Employ, Employee, and Employment.  These words describe and pertain to any 

person who performs any service on the premises of an adult establishment, on a 
full-time, part-time, or contract basis, whether or not the person is denominated 
an employee, independent contractor, agent, or otherwise.  Employee does not 
include a person exclusively on the premise for repair or maintenance of the 
premises or for the delivery of goods to the premises. 

 
(e) Minor. Any person under the age of eighteen (18) years.  
 
(f) Nudity means uncovered, or less than opaquely covered, post-pubertal human 

genitals, pubic areas, the post-pubertal human female breast below a point 
immediately above the top of the areola, or the covered human male genitals in a 
discernibly turgid state. For purposes of this chapter, a female breast is 
considered uncovered if the nipple only or the nipple and the areola are covered. 
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(g) Library means any public library that provides free access to all residents of the 
City of County without discrimination and is organized under Minnesota Statute 
134. 

(h) Park land means a park, playground, beach or recreation area that is owned, 
leased, or used wholly or in part by the City of Anoka, Anoka County, the State 
of Minnesota, a school district, or the federal government for recreation 
purposes. 

 
(i) Person shall mean individual, proprietorship, partnership, corporation, 

association, or other legal entity. 
 
(j) Place of worship means a building or space that is principally used as a place 

where people of the same faith or religion regularly assemble for worship. 
 
(k) School means a building or space that is principally used as a place where 

twenty-five (25) or more persons receive a full course of educational instruction.  
Any post-secondary or post high school educational building, including any 
college or any vocational-technical college, shall not be deemed a school for the 
purposes of this ordinance. 

 
(l) Specified Anatomical Areas means: 
 

(1) Less than completely and opaquely covered human genitals, pubic 
region, buttock, anus, or female breast(s) below a point immediately 
above the top of the areola; and  

 
(2) Human male genitals in a discernibly turgid state, even if completely 

and opaquely covered. 
 

(m) Specified Sexual Activities means: 
 

(1) Actual or stimulated sexual intercourse, oral copulation, anal 
intercourse, oral-anal copulation, bestiality, direct physical stimulation 
of unclothed genitals, flagellation or torture in the context of a sexual 
relationship, or the use of excretory functions in the context of a sexual 
relationship, and any of the following sexually-oriented acts or 
conduct: anilingus, buggery, coprophagy, coprophilia, cunnilingus, 
fellatio, necrophilia, pederasty, pedophilia, piquerism, sapphism, 
zooerastia; or 

 
(2) Clearly depicted human genitals in the sate of sexual stimulation, 

arousal or turnescence; or 
 
(3) Use of human or animal ejaculation, sodomy, oral copulation, coitus, or 

masturbation; or 
 
(4) Fondling or touching of nude human genitals, pubic region, buttocks, 

or female breast(s); or  
 
(5) Situations involving a person or persons, any of whom are nude, clad in 

undergarments or sexually revealing costumes, and who are engaged in 
activities involving the flagellation, torture, fettering, binding or other 
physical restraint of such persons; or 

 
(6) Erotic or lewd touching, fondling or other sexually oriented contact 

with an animal by a human being; or 
 



CITY OF ANOKA 
CITY CODE 
CHAPTER 22;ARTICLE XII 
 

Page 6 of 12  1

(7) Human excretion, urination, menstruation, vaginal or anal irrigation. 
 
Section 22-524.  Compliance with Regulations; Interpretation. 
 

No adult establishments shall engage in any activity or conduct or permit any other 
person to engage in any activity or conduct in or about the adult establishment which is 
prohibited by any ordinance of the City, the laws of the State of Minnesota, or the United 
States of America. Nothing in this chapter shall be construed as authorizing or permitting 
conduct which is prohibited or regulated by other statutes or ordinances, including, but 
not limited to, statutes or ordinances prohibiting the exhibition, sale, or distribution of 
obscene materials generally, or the exhibition, sale or distribution of specified materials 
to minors. 

 
Section 22-525.  License Required; Exemptions. 
 

No adult establishment shall be operated or maintained in the City without first obtaining 
a license to operate issued by the City. A license may be issued for only one adult 
establishment at a fixed and certain place. Any person, partnership or corporation which 
desires to operate more than one adult establishment in the City shall have a separate 
license for each such business. All public and private schools located within the City are 
exempt from obtaining a license hereunder when instructing pupils in sex education as 
part of its curriculum. 

 
Section 22-526.  Application for License. 
 

(a) Information Required. Any person, partnership or corporation desiring to secure 
a license shall make application to the City Clerk. The application for a license 
shall be upon a form provided by the City and shall include the following 
information: 

 
(1) If the applicant is an individual, the name, residence, phone number 

and birthdate of the applicant. If the applicant is partnership, the name, 
residence, phone number, and birthdate of each general and limited 
partner. If the applicant is a corporation, the names, residences, phone 
numbers and birthdates of all officers and directors of the corporation. 

 
(2) The name, address, phone number and birthdate of the operator and 

manager of such operation, if different from the owners. 
 
(3) The address and legal description of the premises where the adult 

establishment is to be located;  
 
(4) A statement detailing any gross misdemeanor or felony convictions 

relating to sex offenses, obscenity or the operation of an adult 
establishment or adult business by the applicant, operator, manager and 
whether or not the applicant, operator or manager has ever applied for 
or held a license to operate a similar type of business in other 
communities. In the case of a corporation, a statement detailing any 
felony convictions of the officers and directors of the corporation, and  

 
whether or not those officers of directors have ever applied for or held a 
license to operate a similar type of business in other communities.  

 
(5) The activities and type of business to be conducted. 
 
(6) The hours of operation.  
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(7) The provisions made to restrict access by minors.  
 
(8) A building plan of the premises detailing all internal operations and 

activities. 
 

(b) Submission. Upon receipt of a completed application for a license, including the 
license fee, the City Clerk shall submit the request for an adult establishment to 
the City Council for approval or denial. 

 
(c) False Information Prohibited. Each application shall contain a provision on the 

application in bold print indicating that any withholding of information or the 
providing of false or misleading information will be grounds for denial or 
revocation of a license. Any changes in the information provided on the 
application or provided during the investigation shall be brought to the attention 
of the City Council by the applicant or the licensee. If said changes take place 
during the investigation, said data shall be provided to the Police Chief in 
writing and reported to the City Council. Failure to report said changes by the 
applicant(s) or the licensee may result in a denial or revocation of a license. 

 
Section 22-527.  License Fees and Term; Renewals. 
 

(a) Investigation Fee. Each application for a license shall be accompanied with a fee 
as established by the City Council for the costs of investigation of the 
application. 

 
(b) License Fee.  If the application is approved, a license shall be issued after 

payment of the license fee as established by the City Council. 
 
(c) Term of License; Fees Prorated. All licenses shall be issued for a period of one 

year and shall expire on December 31 each year. The fees for licenses shall not 
be prorated. 

 
Section 22-528.  Granting of License. 
 

(a) The Police Chief or such other designated person shall complete a background 
investigation within thirty (30) days after the City Clerk receives a complete 
application and investigative fees.  

 
(b) If the application is for a renewal, the applicant shall be allowed to continue 

business until the Council has determined to renew or refuse to renew a license. 
 
(c) If, after such investigation, it appears that the applicant and the place proposed 

for the business are eligible for a license under the criteria set forth in this 
Chapter, then the license shall be approved by the City Council.  

 
(d) Each license shall be issued to the applicant only and shall not be transferable to 

another holder. Each license shall be issued only for the premises described in 
the application. No license may be transferred to another premise without the 
approval of the City Council. If the licensee is a partnership or corporation, a 
change in the identity of any of the principals of the partnership or corporation 
shall be deemed a transfer of the license. All adult establishments existing at the 
time of the adoption of this Chapter shall be required to obtain an annual license. 

 
Section 22-529.  Persons Ineligible for a License. 
 

No license shall be granted to or held by any person: 
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(a) Under twenty-one (21) years of age; 
 
(b) Who is overdue in payments to the City, County or State of taxes, fees, fines or 

penalties assessed against them or imposed upon them; 
 
(c) Who has been convicted of a crime, if such conviction relates to sex offenses, 

obscenity offenses or adult establishments; 
 
(d) Who is not the proprietor of the establishment for which the license is to be 

issued; or 
 
(e) Who has not paid the license and investigative fees required by this Chapter. 

 
Section 22-530.  Places Ineligible for a License. 
 

No license shall be granted to: 
 
(a) Any adult establishment which is not in full compliance with the City Code, the 

City’s zoning ordinance, the Building Code, the Fire Code, and all provisions of 
state and federal law.  

 
(b) Any establishment that holds an intoxicating liquor, beer or wine license. 

 
Section 22-531.  Display of a License. 
 

The license shall be displayed in a conspicuous public place in the adult establishment. 
 
Section 22-532.  General Requirements. 
 

Adult establishments shall be permitted subject to the following requirements: 
 
(a) Building Standards.  
 

(1) No commercial building, structure or premises or part thereof, or 
facilities therein, shall be constructed, used, designed or operated for 
the purpose of persons to engage in specified sexual activities.  

 
(2) Booths, stalls, or partitioned portions of a room or individual rooms 

used for the viewing of adult media or other forms of entertainment, 
having doors, curtains or portal partitions are prohibited, unless such 
booths, stalls, partitioned portions of a room, or individual rooms so 
used shall have at least one side wall open to an adjacent public room 
or area. Such booth, stall or room shall be illuminated in a manner that 
the persons in the area used for viewing the adult media or other forms 
of entertainment are visible from adjacent public rooms, but such 
lighting shall not be of such intensity as to prevent the viewing of the 
offered entertainment. 

 
(3) The above building standards shall not apply to buildings, structures 

and premises which are lawfully operating as hotels, motels, apartment 
complexes, condominiums or rooming houses. 

 
(4) No merchandise or pictures of the products or entertainment sold or 

conducted on the premises may be displayed in the window areas or in 
any area where they can be viewed from a sidewalk in front of the 
building. The window areas may not be covered or made opaque in any 
way. 
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(b) Location.  
 

Adult establishments shall be permitted as indicated in the Chapter of the City 
Code relating to zoning. In addition, the following regulations shall apply: 
 
(1) An adult establishment shall not be located within 500 feet (500’), 

measured in a straight line from the building or edge of leased building 
space to the property line, of any residential zoning district (R-1, R-2, 
R-3, R-4, R-5, R-6, R-F) boundary or property, or in a planned unit 
development which is or projected to be residential.  

 
(2) An adult establishment shall not be allowed within one thousand feet 

(1,000’), measured in a straight line from the building or edge of leased 
building space of another existing adult establishment. 

 
(3) An adult establishment shall not be located within one thousand feet 

(1,000’), measured in a straight line, from the building to the property 
line, of any existing school, place of worship, hospital, library, daycare 
facility or park land. 

 
(c) Operation. 
 

(1) No adult establishment shall be conducted in any manner that permits 
the observation from any property not approved as an adult 
establishment of any materials depicting, describing or relating to 
specified sexual activities or specified anatomical areas by any visual 
or auditory media, including display, decoration, sign, show window, 
sound transmission or other means. 

 
(2) All entrances to the business, with the exception of emergency fire 

exits which are not usable by patrons to enter the business, shall be 
visible from a public right of way. 

 
(3) The layout of the display areas shall be designed so that the 

management of the establishment and any law enforcement personnel 
inside the store can observe all patrons while they have access to any 
merchandise offered for sale or viewing including, but not limited to, 
books, magazines, photographs, video tapes, or other visual media. 

 
(4) Illumination of the premises shall be adequate to observe the location 

and activities of all persons on the exterior of the premises.  
 
(5) Every licensee shall be responsible for the conduct of the licensee’s 

place of business and shall maintain conditions of order.  
 

(d) Signs.  All adult establishments shall prominently display a sign at the entrance 
and located within two feet (2’) of the door opening device of the adult use 
establishment or section of the establishment devoted to adult books or materials 
which states: “This business sells or displays material containing adult themes. 
No one under 18 years of age allowed.” Said sign shall have letters at least 
three-eighths inch (3/8”) in height and no more than two inches (2”) in height.  
No sign may be placed in any window.  

 
(e) Hours of Operation. No adult establishment shall be open to the public from the 

hours of 10:00 p.m. to 8:00 a.m. 
 



CITY OF ANOKA 
CITY CODE 
CHAPTER 22;ARTICLE XII 
 

Page 10 of 12  1

(f) Sale of Liquor. An adult establishment shall not sell or dispense 3.2 percent malt 
liquor or intoxicating liquor. 

 
(g) Additional Conditions for Adult Cabarets. The following additional conditions 

apply to adult cabarets: 
 

(1) No owner, operator or manager of an adult cabaret shall permit or allow 
an dance or other live entertainer to perform nude. 

 
(2) No dancer, live entertainer, performer, or patron or any other person 

shall be nude in an adult cabaret. 
 
(3) No dancer, live entertainer or performer shall be under eighteen (18) 

years old. 
 
(4) All dancing or live entertainment shall occur on a platform intended for 

that purpose and which is raised at least two (2) feet from the level of 
the floor. 

 
(5) No dancer or performer shall perform any dance or live entertainment 

closer than six (6) feet to any patron. 
 
(6) No dancer or performer shall fondle or caress any patron and no patron 

shall fondle or caress any dancer of performer. 
 
(7) No patron shall pay or give any gratuity to any dancer or performer. 
 
(8) No dancer or performer shall solicit any pay or gratuity from any 

patron. 
 
Section 22-533.  Responsibilities of Operator. 
 

(a) Violations by Employees. 
 

(1) Every act or omission by an employee constituting a violation of the 
provisions of this chapter shall be deemed the act or omission of the 
operator if such act or omission occurs either with the authorization, 
knowledge or approval of the operator, or as a result of the operator’s 
negligent failure to supervise the employee’s conduct, and the operator 
shall be punishable for such act or omission in the same manner as if 
the operator committed the act or caused the omission.  

 
(2) Any act or omission or any employee constituting a violation of the 

provisions of this chapter shall be deemed the act or omission of the 
operator for purposes of determining whether the operator’s license 
shall be revoked, suspended or renewed. 

 
(b) Minors. No employee of an adult establishment shall allow any minor to loiter 

around or to frequent an adult establishment or to allow any minor to view adult 
entertainment. 

 
(c) Sanitary Conditions. The operator shall maintain the premises in a clean and 

sanitary condition at all times. 
 
(d) Lighting.  The operator shall maintain at least ten (10) foot-candles of light in 

the public portions of the establishment, including aisles, at all times. However, 
if a lesser level of illuminations in the aisles shall be necessary to enable a 
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patron to view the adult entertainment in a booth, room or cubicle adjoining an 
aisle, a lesser amount of illumination may be maintained in such aisles; 
provided, however, at no time shall there be less than one foot-candle of 
illumination in said aisles as measured from the floor. 

 
(e) Business Transactions. All business transactions shall occur within the licensed 

building. 
 
(f) Employee Background. No employees shall have been convicted of any crime 

involving moral turpitude, prostitution, obscenity or other crime of a sexual 
nature or involving the use of distribution of a controlled substance as defined 
by state law, or the use or distribution of a dangerous weapon within the past 
five (5) years). The fact that a conviction may be under appeal shall not affect 
the disqualification of the employee. 

 
(g) Compliance with Provisions. The operator shall ensure compliance of the 

establishment and its patrons with the provisions of this chapter. 
 
Section 22-534.  Inspections. 
 

Members of the City’s police department, the fire marshal or designee, the building 
official or designee, and the zoning administrator or designee shall have the authority to 
enter an adult use business at reasonable times to inspect the premises for the purposes of 
enforcing this chapter and all other applicable state laws. 

 
Section 22-535.  Suspension or Revocation of License. 
 

(a) Basis for Revocation. The City Council shall revoke a adult establishment 
license for any of the following reasons: 

 
(1) Discovery that false or misleading information or data was given on 

any initial or renewal application or material facts were omitted from 
any such application. 

 
(2) The operator or an employee of an operator violates any provisions of 

this chapter or any rule or regulation adopted by the City Council 
pursuant to this chapter; provided, however, that in the case of a first 
offense by an operator where the conduct was solely that of an 
employee, the penalty shall not exceed a suspension of thirty (30) days 
if the City Council finds that the operator had no actual or constructive 
knowledge of such violation and could not, by the exercise of due 
diligence, have had such actual or constructive knowledge. 

 
(3) The operator becomes ineligible to obtain a license.  
 
(4) Any cost or fee required to be paid by this chapter is not paid. 
 
(5) Any 3.2 percent malt liquor or intoxicating liquor is served or 

consumed on the premises of the adult use business. 
 
(6) Any violation of this Chapter. 

 
(b) In the event that the City Council proposes to revoke or suspend the license, the 

licensee shall be notified in writing of the basis for such proposed revocation or 
suspension. The Council shall hold a hearing for the purpose of determining 
whether to revoke or suspend the license. Such hearing shall be held within 
thirty (30) days of the date of the notice.  
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(c) The City Council shall determine whether to suspend or revoke a license within 

thirty (30) days after the close of the hearing or within sixty (60) days of the date 
of the notice, whichever is sooner, and shall notify the licensee of its decision 
within that period. The licensee may continue to operate until the City Council 
makes its final decision whether to suspend or revoke the license. 

 
Section 22-536.  Right of Appeal 
 

(a) In the event that the Council determines to suspend, or revoke a license, such 
suspension or revocation shall not be effective until fifteen (15) days after 
notification of the decision to the licensee. If, within that fifteen (15) days, the 
licensee files and serves an action in state or federal court challenging the 
Council’s action, then the suspension or revocation shall be stayed until the 
conclusion of such action.  

 
(b) If the City Council determines not to renew a license, the licensee may continue 

the business for fifteen (15) days after receiving notice of non-renewal. If the 
licensee files and serves an action in state or federal court within that fifteen (15) 
days challenging the Council’s action, the licensee may continue in business 
until the conclusion of the action. 

 
(c) Any operator whose license is revoked shall not be eligible to apply for a license 

for one year form the date of revocation. No location or premises for which a 
license has been revoked shall be used as an adult establishment for six (6) 
months from the date of revocation of the license.  

 
(d) If the City Council decides not to grant a license to an applicant, then the 

applicant may commence an action in state or federal court within fifteen (15) 
days of the denial of the challenging the Council’s action. The applicant shall 
not commence doing business unless the action is concluded in its favor. 

 
Section 22-537.  Violation; Penalty. 
 

(a) Any person violating any provision of this Chapter is guilty of a misdemeanor 
and upon conviction shall be punished not more than the maximum penalty for a 
misdemeanor as prescribed by state law.  

 


	Section 22-536.  Right of Appeal 

