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CHAPTER 42. LAW ENFORCEMENT 

 
ARTICLE III.    Unclaimed Property 
 
---------- 
 *State law reference--Unclaimed property, Minn. Stats. ch. 345. 
---------- 
 
Section 42-46.   Custody of found property. 
 

The chief of police shall make provisions for receiving and safekeeping found property 
and money delivered to him and coming into his possession in the course of municipal 
operations. A receipt shall be issued to the person delivering such property or money to 
the city. Such property shall be stored in a safe place for 90 days and such money 
deposited with the city treasurer in a special account for found money for a period of six 
months unless claimed by the true owner. It shall then be subject to disposal under this 
article as unclaimed property or money. 

 
Section 42-47.   Claims by owner generally. 
 

During the 90-day period described in section 42-46 for the storing of property and the 
holding of such money for a period of six months, the chief of police may deliver such 
property or order such money paid to the true owner upon proof of ownership satisfactory 
to the chief, after ten days' notice by mail directed to the last known address of the person 
who delivered such property and of any other person who has asserted a claim of 
ownership. The clerk shall not issue any order for the disbursement of such money 
without the written order of the chief of police. If ownership cannot be determined to his 
satisfaction, the chief of police may refuse to deliver such property or order the payment 
of such money to anyone until ordered to do so by the court. 

 
Section 42-48.   Claim by founder. 
 

If the true owner does not claim the property within the 90-day period or the money 
during the six-month period, the chief may deliver the property or order the money to be 
paid to the person who delivered it to the police chief if at the time of delivery such 
person indicated in writing that he wished to assert a claim to the property or money as a 
finder. 

 
Section 42-49.   Transfer of found money to general fund. 
 

If any such money is not claimed by the true owner or finder within the six-month period, 
the chief of police shall so notify the clerk and the money shall then be transferred to the 
general fund of the city. 

 
Section 42-50.   Sale authorized. 
 

After the 90-day period described in section 42-46, property not delivered to the true 
owner or finder shall be sold by the chief of police at public auction or appropriated to 
the use of the city. The chief of police shall give one week's published notice of the 
auction in the official newspaper. The notice shall describe the articles to be disposed of 
and announce the date, time, and place of the auction. Instead of being sold at auction, 
any article or property may be appropriated to the use of the city by any department in 
need thereof upon approval of such appropriation by the city council. 
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Section 42-51.   Disposition of proceeds of sale. 
 

After the auction has been completed, the chief of police shall remit the proceeds of the 
auction to the city treasurer for deposit in the general fund. Any property offered for sale 
but not sold and not suitable for appropriation to the use of the city shall be deemed to be 
of no value and shall be disposed of in such manner as the chief of police directs. 

 
Section 42-52.   Claim by owner after auction. 
 

The true owner of property sold at auction under section 42-50 shall, upon application to 
the clerk within six months of the auction and upon satisfactory proof of ownership, be 
paid the sale price from the general fund. 

 
Section 42-53.   Summary disposal. 
 

The chief of police may, without notice and in such manner as he determines to be in the 
public interest, dispose immediately of any property coming into his possession which he 
determines to be dangerous or perishable. The chief of police shall make a record of the 
pertinent facts of the receipt and disposal of such property. 
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